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SCONOMIS FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF GERMANY 


CDU/CSU VOIC:: OBJ SCTIONS TO EMPLOYMENT PROGRAM 
Stoltenberg Opposes Government Measures 
Duesseldorf HANDELSBLATT in German 10 Feb 62 p 3 


(Report on interview with Dr Gerhard Stoltenberg by Rainer Nahrendorf: "We're 
Going io Be Plunged Into a Desperate Financial Situation Unless We Restructure Our 


[fext/ Bonn, 9 February 1982 -- Schleswig-Holstein Minister- 
President Dr Gerhard Stoltenberg is hoping that the federal 
government will drop its decision to increase the value-added 
tax and will come up with other financing proposels, 


The Union categorically rejects an increase in the mineral oil tax -- it does not 
require approval by the Bundesrat fapper house of the FRG parliement/, Speaking in 
an intcrvicw with the HANDELSBLATT, Stoltenberg said that the only serious and econ- 
omicalliy *easible course was the Union's proposal to make further cuts in social 


1. ae ae ot yas 
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It is Stoltcnberg's opinion that the 10-percent investment credit limited to 1 year 
is inadequate as a means for making important branches of the economy competitive 
e again, for modernizing the nation's economy and -— inseparably linked to this 
or conquering unemployment. One cannot be surprised at the response — ranging 
from ckeptical to negative -- on the part of the economic grouns that are supposed 
vo bDencfit. Stoltenberg criticized the "extraordinary bureaucratic expense" that 
ould result from the investment credits because of the selected reporting pcriod 
of 3 yoarse Ho said the Union would not take a final position on the investment 
credit measure =-- it does require Bundesrat approval -—- until after it had listened 
to the expert coimsel of scientists and closely examined the impact on the tax sys 


oltcnberg said the federal government's package would worsen the financial situa- 
ion ol the estates and municipalities, one that has been worsening for some time, 
he otatcs and communities would have to absorb 57.5 percent of the tax losses re 
sulting from the investment credits, but they would receive only ono-third of the 
rocecds from the VAT increase, And the federal government's very general promise 
to reduce wage and income taxes in 1984 to offset the VAT increase would again 
affect the states and communities to the tune of 57.5 percent, The result of such 
a distribution of the burden would be a steady decline in communal investments, 

















sto.icnberg noted that, while the Union clearly rejects the YAT increase, it ap- 
ro. * th lanned changes in tenancy legislation, Subject to ea technical cxam 
ination tails that have yet to be laid out, these changcs coincide with what 
the Union h »cen demanding for some time and had submitted to tne Bundesrat and 
lundestag early last year, Stoitenberg remarked that it was certainly significant 
wnat the responsible minister nad publicly questioned the cabinet's resolutions 
right after the spectacular vote of confidence for the chencellor, Said Stolten- 
bere; "Thic government 135 in such a desperate state that it can no longer inspire 
confidence," “He noted that the 2-year test phase contemplated by the federal gov- 
ernment's construction minister, Haack, would dcstroy the effect of the decisions 
to change tcnancy iccgislation, since housing construction investments normaliy have 
a gycar lead time, 
stoltcnberg advocated that avenues for communication and compromise be kent open 
icspite the worsening domestic political situation that exists between the federal 
sovernmcnt ¢ the stat H 
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es, He said it was vital to the states that there be no 
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conirontation between the two most important levels of government, 


oe pene ee oe ” eumenic, tem one +hat +hao Tin} iA in *< 5 
inc leacral government must, however, be aware that the Union holds certain funda 
monte —nentianea t+had wn, 4. amnt’ al? ec: O+ A 7 SA +} : y 
monte ‘sitions thal are not negotiabic, Stoltenberg said the Union had spoken 


Out cloarly and unreservedly in recent months in the Bundesrat and the Bundestag 


— oe f Lou & sn -: 24 - 1 nal4s4 ' l4n}- +} 
against further tax increases, He calied it a grave political error to link the 
- mr lacmant a vt + 1, IAM en Casta : - m — 
yomce ed employment program with the VAT increase, Said Stolt enberg: "This pro- 
7 yeryry 7 ~ > 7 Aa 
I n! 9 decline in investments 
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by the public sector -=- and unfortunately by the private sector as well —- unles 
we rcsolutcly so about restructuring our budgets, making further permanent cuts in 
Clal benefits legislation and stepping up investments accordingly." 
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Ii the business of rehabilitating budgets and effecting a change in the investment 
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trend is put off from elcction to election, the economic situation will continuc to 
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worsen and unemployment will risc. Says Stoltenberg: "Unless we restructure our 
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ublic Duagcts, we're going to be plunged deeper and deeper into a desperate finan- 
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clal slluation, with disastrous consequences to the economy and the labor markct," 
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He says if the presont trend are ranty the interest burden on public budgets will 


xcccd the volume cf the defense budget within 3 to 4 years. It would only takc a 


tow years for the d4ructural ctrain resulting from uncontrolled borrowing to lead 
vO a crisis, the dimensions of which would surpass ali the experiences of the past 
ie 
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with regard to the upcoming communal and state legislature clections, Stoltenbcr¢g 
wac confident that the majority of citizens fully appreciate thc Union's basic 
ocition, rejecting further increases in taxes and assessments and instead taking 
the consistent course of cutting back and restructuring budgets, 


ctolticnberg noted that federal taxes and assessments had been increased by more 
then DM 15 billion onnuat-y Since the last pundestag election, without the approval 
of the Bundesrat. He said the higher unemployment insurance contributions and 
ALcher exclice taxes had not even reached the people, and already the next pund of 


- ; 
tax increases is elnge announced, 























Jubere pointed out that a number of proposed economies in social bencfits 
iviubion, suggestions that were made by the Bundesrat on 25 Scptember, had not 
you bon implemented, Among them are the indispensable .AFou: /Federal Law for the 

Aavancem cnt of iducation/ cuts for oe and secondary school pupils; the 
revision of laws on aliens, a measure that is urgently necessary for other reasons; 
and the revision of laws covering the severely handicapped, changes that are impera- 
tive because of flagrant abuses, 


in Svoltcnberg's opinion, a rollback of the cuts made by the federal government in 


he arca of cooperative ventures would give rapid economic impetus to the contruc- 
tion industry, 


CDU/CSU Economic Strategy 


‘ 


Ducsscldorf HANDSLSBLATT in German lO Feb 82 p 3 
Article by Hans Jocrg Sottorf: "The Union Parties! Strategic Plan/ 


[iext/ Bonn 9 February 1982 -=- The "Seven=Point Strategy for a 
Tow 7 ‘conomic and !mployment Policy" passed by the CDU/CSU opposition 
is based on the assumption that only the Union parties, as "classic 
arties" of the social market economy, can succeed in remedying the 
conomiec and financial crisis as me as unemployment, 


an is composed of the following separate items: 


le 3"Put budget in order," This should bc done by reducing debt growth and 
r storing rovernment finances to a sound basis by ay of the expenditures side, 


"In sravive" in this regard are es in social benefits legislation and subsidies, 

ientioned 3 xt arc eusterivy resolutions already passed by the opposi- 

vione A Lurther demand is the elimination of abuses within the social security sys 

UM. «anyone who turns down « reasonable job should cease to have any claim to un- 
Loymens payments and assistance, 


asc ivate and public investments," Measures in support of investments 
oupnt to give ving d to the private sector in order to strengthen business! 


earnings capacitye » Union wants to make the tax system more conducive to growth 
and production, It ait to wmove political and bureaucratic obstacles to inves 


ment activity, flans have also been made to roll bdack budget cuts for investment 
outlays, esoceially for construction investments, by restructuring the budget. 

This apolics above all to cooperative ventures, housing construction, expansion 
of the transportation systom, energy investments including district heating, energy 
conservation, media tcchnoiogy and environmental protection," 


3e “{nercased number of independent businesses." The CDU/CSU intends to promot« 
"emphatically" the establishment oi new companies, The Union includes here assist- 
ance in raising the neccessary venture capital, immediate writcoffs with provision 
for iongeterm carry-over, and investment incentive models -- similar to the con- 
struction investment modcl -- for the cstablishment of new businesses, 
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he j I nou I e I Y IDOL Suni Us ior § ,bin - Li ling rent SCA “9 
1c mi "un-toedate orojection of the tenancy level," would liberalize tenancy laws 
asier Yor % inter in building to invest in rental housing 
ruction, lotice of eviction for the purpose of raising rents has been ruled 
“9 Wi Te 
Se "Promote technical progress," The CDU/CSU wouid he incentives for mediun- 
12 Jusinesses in order to arrive at a "tcchnological offensive," The rapid ex- 
ansion of nucicar power plants and the advancement of nuclear energy technolory 
nou dc intensified, 
6. "Management and labor bear responsibility." Mnployers and unions are called 
upon to pot together in a "social alliance for investments and jobs." A precondi- 
tion is a moderate wage agreement, It should be made casier for employees to ow 
shares in their companies, 
7e "Gpen un the labor market." The Union is calling on private and public employ- 
crs to provide more apprenticeshi ps and more part-time jobs, including the use of 
jobesharing. It should be determined how management and labor can arrange to cut 
down on the number of years worked without placing added burdens on the contributors 
or on the pension insurance eysbtts 
Th 5k 
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SONOKIC * EDERAL RUPUBLIC OF GERMANY 


BONN PLANS TO PROVID® DEVELOPMENT AID TO CONGO 
Hamburg DiR SPINGEL in German 15 Feb 82 p 45 


/Tcxt7 Bonn is providing devclopment aid in response to the 
Cono's cautious attempts to draw closer to the West, 


The writer of the letter came right to “i.e point. The prime minister of the 
People's Republic of the Congo listed "in priority order" for "dear Herr Chancellor" 
four projects that Helmut Schmidt's government could finance, On his shopping list 
were a cement factory, a 400-bed hospital, a water treatment plant and a power 

plant to supply electricity for the capital city of Brazzaville, 


"In view of the expanded cooperation between our two countries," concluded Col Louis 
Sylvain-Goma's lettcr, "my government hopes this request will be granted," 


The reply from Bonn took 2 months, A "very sincere Helmut Schmidt" politely in- 
formed his colleague in Prazzaviile that his request was being reviewed by the 
responsible ministry, "Details regarding such aid" could be discussed in the near 
future, 


The exchange of letters by the two heads of government marks a change in policy: 
After yoars of disinterest, those in Bonn have discovered for themselves the small 
nation on the Equator now that the People's Republic of the Congo is putting a 
cautious distance between it and its Soviet, Hast German and Cuban friends, 


"They're making an effort to swim clear," acknowledged development aid minister 
Rainer Offergeld during his visit to Brazzaville at the end of January. 


Like Sekou Toure's Guinea, the former French Congo is in fact considered a further 
cxample of Soviet policy faiiures in Africa, For in 17 years of privileged rela- 
tions, the Soviet Union and the other fraternal socialist countries have offered 
scarccly more than words and military hardware to their economically weak West 
African dependent, with its 1.7 million inhabitants, 


Nut cven that was not free of charge: "They supplied us with weapons that we had 
to pay dearly for, and in cash," complains a high government official in Brazza- 


V Liu C . 











LL; rad: chip-in-arms vith Russians and Cubans made the Congo the revolving door 

. riats supplied to the guerril as operating in neighboring Angola, Weverth— 
Sty this cooneration provided no impetus to economic develonment in the oil- and 

timber-rich Third World country (oil production in 1951; 5 million tons). Thc 


atan te ; oot F } a me : 4 } ’ | 
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The Congo has never been as dependent upon Moscow as Uthiopia, Angola or Mozambique, 
m o 


tho leftist regimes in Brazzaville had always successfully opposed the Soviets’ do 
gy. } Ty 


res for naval base rights for its Red Fleet and for a satellite-monitoring sta 


Last May at the Kremlin, President Denis Sassou-Nguesso negotiated a "treaty on 
friendship and cooperation," one which merely provides for "contacts" in times of 
crisis and does not grant military assistance to the Soviets, "If you want to know 
the nature of our relations with Moscow," says Prime Minister Sylvain-Goma, "con 
mare us with Romania, but by no means with Czechoslovakia," 


A shift into the Western camo resulting from the cconomic opening is not planned, 
however: "Our option will continue to be a socialist one," announces Congo Presi- 
dent Sassou-Nguesso. As is the case in many other Third World states, the military 
regime in the Congo is also holding firmly to Marxism in uniform in order not to 
give its domestic opposition any pretext for a coup d'ctat, 


jonn's Olfergeld also showcd his understanding for the problems of those in power: 
¢ 


"Ye accent your political options, and those for your internal systcm as well," 


Given all its intcrnal ideological principles, it is above all true that the 
Conrc's economic policy is also marked by pragmatic considerations; "The economy 
onjoys first priority; then comes politics," says Albert Kihouassa, a top official 
in the Planning Ministry, This is why the Congo is seeking cooperation with the 


’ 


West, for "the Russians can't give us the economic aid that we need," 
According to a Bonn official, the West Germans are prepared to let the Congolese 
policy change "cost them something"; first of all, about DM 16 million in 1982, 


"jc can make usc of German genius in this country," flatters Cooperation Ministcr 
Aime smmanucl Yoka, And presidential advisor Paulin Mongo has these words of 
praise; "You have good connections with both Mast and West and are playing a role 
between the blocs," 


745 
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ECONOMIC FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF GERMANY 


BRIEFS 


DECLINE Ill 'SWING' USE -—- The GDR is making decreasing use of interest-free swing 
ercdits in inner-Gcrman trade, They amount to up to 850 million accounting units 
(VE). One VE has the purchasing power of 1 DM. An average of 740 million were 
uscd in 1950, and 676 million in 1981, The trend is sharply declining, The figure 
for December was 600 million Vi's, and only 480 million in January 1982, which is 
barely 57 percent, The decision to forgo interest savings is all the more conspic- 
uous since the GDR has to use approximately ono-third of its West exports to pay 
inticrect on the money it borrows in convertible currencies, The net amount of 
loans is estimated at ‘$ 10 billion, /Text/ /Duesseldorf HANDELSBLATT in 
German 9 cb 32 p 17 758 
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POLITICAL FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF GERMANY 


COUNTSRARMING DISPUT“ SEEN AS PARALLEL TO SPD IDENTITY CRISIS 
Bonn HEINISCHER MERKUR/CHRIST UND WELT in German 12 Feb 82 p 3 
[Article by Walter Bajohr: "Has Helmut Schmidt Lost the Battle on] 


[text/ The smiles on the faces of the SPD members of the German Bundestag have 
long since given wey to frowns, Their relief over the unanimous vote of confidence 
for Helmut Schmidt did not) even outlast the weekend—=as one might have known, 


It was "dropout" Manfred Coppik who managed to disturb the atmosphere of sweetness 
and light the chancellor and his fraction were enjoying even while the debate on 
the confidence motion was underway. Along with his expelled colleague Karl Heinz 
Hansen, he said, he would not be party to this "theatrical-dramatic show," There 
was nothing, he added, "which could raise questions about the SPD fraction's 
keeping the faith"——but in this case solidarity was being confused with toeing 
the line. "For some time now, it has not been a matter of substance," he finally 
said much to the chagrin of his former colleagues. Besides, the chancellor's 
majority in the Bundestag was in no way indicative of an SPD majority overall, 


How right he was. By Saturday, the workaday party routine had already caught up 
with the chancellor again. At the party congress of the third-strongest SPD dis- 
trict of Lower rhine, the chancellor could not make either the Bundestag vote of 
confidence or an imoassioned speech work for him, Those assembled came out in 
favor of a missile moratorium and countered Helmut Schmidt's tough speech against 
the "paper party" with tough talk of their own. Meantime, the SPD in the Palati- 
nate also came out for the moratorium while the social democrats of Kastern Bava- 
ria were even asking for the nullification of the NATO modernization resolution 
despite a personal intervention by SPD national treasurer Peter Glotz. 


It was cold comfort under the circumstances that the SPD district of Wester Weste 
phalia in Dortmund, which has the highest membership of all, more or less stayed 
with the chancellor's policies, At any rate, the chancellor was shown once more 
that enjoying the confidence of the Bundestag fraction and/or that of the party 
are two different things. In the party, prospects are not too good for the "boss;" 
even his threat to resign does not wash as it once did, 


No Desire to Compromise 


A party that is fighting within its own ranks and is plagued by doubts about its 
future apparently cannot and will not unconditionally follow a man whose policies 
are truly supported only by the right wing of that party. Quite the contrary: at 











the center of the party, wishy-washy statements by Brandt, Bahr and Glotz clearly 
show that there is a big difference between wanting things and being able to do 
them and that questions of power (still) are given priority over inner convic- 
tions. 


A great many papers and theses recently put forward to combat the weakening of 
consensus are now supposed to contribute to a clarification of social democratic 
dogia,. But the intellectual offerings and the intensity of the debate are no 
lonser balanced by a willingness and an ability to compromise which would be a 
prerequisite for making Helmut Schmidt's policies work, There is a gulf between 
the chancellor and the party which cannot be explained away uv coalition consi- 
derations alone, It is the gulf between the old guard social democrats who tailor 
policy to practical results despite their adherence to theory and tradition and 
a younger faction—-which meantime has apparently gained the majority—-which per- 
mits wishful thinking to take the place of realizable goals. 


This is not a new conflict; it has been raging for as long as the SPD exists, But 
there are substantial, new facets to this almost classic theater piece——the most 
visible of wnich is that the party's identity crisis has led to a full-scale 
government crisis, The SYD can hardly believe itebut outside the established 
party system movements and trends have evolved that want nothing to do with social 
democracy any more, Since the majority of these can be found among the young gene- 
ration "critics," the party feels particularly hurt, believing as it did that it 
had a kind of monopoly on their interests, 


"They are rebelling against an unbridled triumphal procession of technology out 
to destroy nature and styles of living that are worth preserving," Willy Brandt 
has said, “some are revelling against man being driven into anonymity by giant 
structures and their bureaucracies, Some are making an effort to reestablish 
contexts of life and experience. They want to create new forms of combining work 
with leisure and of linking the work proces3 with culture, i have said it before 
and I wiil say it again," the SPD chairman points out, "are these goals foreign 
to us ? Are these not our own goals as well ?" 


"he fact is," Brandt concludes, "that the trends I have mentioned leave a strong 
imprint on the SPD but that they draw voters away from the party at the same time. 
Now we cannot chase after every one who runs away from us. But the party dare not 
dry up. And we must never accept the fact that some of these committed young 
people permanently stay outside the party and organize themselves in pursuit of 
foals which deo not run counter to our own," 


Willy Brandt made this plea for an SPD integration policy at a memorial gathering 
in late October 1981 in nonor of Willi sichler, one of the major proponents of 
the Godesberg program, It was the first time during the party's long smoldering 
identity crisis that the SPD chief reduced matters to essentials: Is the SPD 
suffering from the fact that movements are growing up outside its ranks that it 
would rather see revitalize it from within ? Or does the trouble with the party 
lie in its very affinity with such manifestations of alternative policies ? 

And finally: Is the party's identity in jeopardy because it is opening itself up 
to ideas that run counter to social democratic traditions ? Can the party's iden- 
tity be restored only by absorbing alternative concepts ? 








Lrofecsor itichard Loewenthal, one of the old-time Sb theorists, reacted to 
Brandt's plea in a manner that served to illustrate the dilemma of a party that 
once was totally unified as to its goals, Without regard to superificial consi- 
derations of retaining power in Bonn or elsewhere, Loewenthal proposed that an 
integration policy like Brandt's would jeopardize the SPD's future as a party of 
the labor movement. "The future of social democracy depends on clearly defining 
its identity as a party of democratic and social development of an industrial 
society based on division of labor," Loewenthal said, The main problem with that 
segment of the younger generation which pursues alternative goals, according to 
Loewenthal, is that they do not want to change society but want to withdraw from 
the industrial society based on division of labor altogether, They feel "that all 
modern technology is of the devil and that the creation of modern industrial so- 
ciety was a grave historical mistake," 


Loewenthal's Demands Come Far Too Late 


Loewenthal thinks that Willy Brandt himself is making a mistake by believing that 
these tendencies ought to be integrated because at least they do not run counter 
to the motivations that underlie social democracy. "I think he is wrong," Loewen- 
thal says, "The humanistic motives may not run counter to social democracy but 
the politicaleeor should I say anti-political—egoals do. Social democracy is a 
product of industrial society and a champion of democracy both in the state and 
in society. It cannot reach a compromise with those who consider the modern world 
an historical error, It must come out and unequivocally state that providing for 
the billions who populate our earth today in a dignified way is impossible in the 
absence of industrial societies and the division of labor that goes with them and 
that any alternatives to this come down to being reactionary utopias," 


But Loewenthal's call for a clear stand by the party comes too late. "A party 
which shows an understanding for the problems and motivations of the dropouts 
may be able to co.x a few of them back into the fold but only if it counters their 
world view with s urong arguments, But a party that does not take a clear stand in 
this dispute," Loewerthal says, “can only bring about its own disintegration." 





This, according to the professor, not only applies to the dropouts but in equal 
measure to the peace movement which exerts even more pulling power on the SPD, 
The wrong judgments on security policy in the party can be blamed on the party 
chairman as much as on anyone. The job of convincing the well-meaning segments of 
the peace movement of the need for modernization and the genuineness of the Wes- 
tern negotiating position is made difficult, says Loewenthal, "by the fact that 

a Sizable pacifist element in the SPD's ranks rejects modernization in principle 
and is working for the revision of the Berlin decision at the upcoming party con- 
egress, if the party members are to be persuaded and the supporters of the peace 
movement are to be influenced, that will depend primarily on the stand taken by 
the party leadership and in particular that of the party chairman," The party 
leadership, as is well known, is undecided and as for the chairman, his inclina- 
tions are toward that very pacifist element, 








Loewenthal's attack on the Brandt mystique did help to make plain just how far 
advanced the transformation process in party thinking is. Other than on the right 
wing of the party=—-particularly among the "sewermen" of the SPD Bundestag fraction— 
there was hardly anyone willing to follow the professor's lead, Instead, there was 














a great deal of criticism, While the Young Socialists, delicately as ever, were 
blasting Loewenthal for wanting to split the SPD from the right, there were 
others who took a bit more trouble to refute his arguments, In any event, the 
concentric fire laid down by the half-left consisting of Dohnanyi, ‘ngholm, Sper= 
ling and xtosenthal in the most recent issue of the SPD theoretical journal NEUE 
Gow tLuICuA? makes it plain that developments have long since outstripped both 
Loewenthal and the chancellor's wing of the SPD. 


Thus there was good reason to await with interest the publication of a document 
prepared by the SPD basic values committee after 2 years of research entitled 
"The Labor Movement and Changes in Social Consciousness and Attitudes." But this 
basic research paper does not really satisfy thae wo hoped for a clarification 
°° positions, Anyone who expected a straight Eppler document which would have 

onstituted a riposte to Loewenthal has been disappointed. Instead, the volumi- 
nous analysis—-quite unreadable for the workingman so often appealed to by the 
vLDeereaches conclusions very much like Brandt's "on-the-one-hand, on=the-other 
hand" approach to social democratic policies. 


Perhaps the problem is that the basic values committee (consisting of Srhard Ipp- 
ler as chairman, Richard Loewenthal, Klaus Matthiesen, Peter Glotz, Fritz Vilmar, 
Anke Fuchs, Johano Strasser) is a fair reflection of the intellectual spectrum 

f the orD within which there may be many people from the right to the left think- 
ing incessantly but there apparently is no one who can come up with a mutually 
agreeable line that amounts no more than a worthless compromise that can be inter- 
pretec in any way at all, Thus, things came out the way they had to: dveryone 
picxed out the particular quote that most corresponded to his own position, 


Erhard Epder, for examplic: The traditional political associations and institus 
tionse=which is to say the partieseare no longer entitled to a monopoly on all 
activities inherent to a democracy, "In fact, any policy aiming to change society 
in the democraticesocialist sense must draw on a much broader base of conscious-= 
ness, diving and working pattems," The changes in attitude which occur are of 
reat political relevance which leads Jppler to point to another result he con= 
sidcers particulerly important. "Ve must therefore ain to bring about a qualita- 
tively cihanced concept of political action," he says; "a more comprehensive 
concent vf alternative living and work in social democratic thought." 


Although such sentences run directly counter to professor Loewenthal's views, 

the latter seems ready to live with the committee document. He, too, quotes the 
nassage that most appeals to him, Although one must always be willing to learn, 
he says, “one cannot, of course, condone without a word of criticism anything 
and everything that goes by the name of counterculture or alternative life style 
in our industrial societies." And furthermore: "Not everyone who ‘drops out! of 
the 'repressive' performance-oriented society or the family in order to live for 
himself somewhere does so because he feels a responsibility to criticize society. 
Many do so irresponsibly, based on weakly self-centeredness which places its 
faith in the fact that the welfare society and its social safety net will not 

let them fall into the abyss 

















One may say therefore that the committee document does contribute to the debate 
but does not offer a clear answer to what social democratic policy should be. The 
less SO, Since it does not deal with the most burning issue under discussion by 
the party—that of security policy. But the question of goals must after all aiso 
include that aspect. Now it is no accident that those favoring Brandt's integra- 
tion line at the same time view the chancellor's security-political plans with 
some trepidation at best but in most instances with critical disapproval. 


Helmut Schmidt—-A Foreign Body Inside the SPD 


On the other hand, the supporters of Helmut Schmidt's policies belong to the—al- 
beit shrinking—-reservoir of those who call, as Loewenthal does, for "drawing the 
line more against harmful ideas." In that sense, the intra=-party struggle in the 
final analysis is also concerned with the question "draw the line or integrate ?" 


But hasn't the chancellor lost this battle already ? He must face the bitter truth 
that more and more people are quitting the SPD on account of his policies. 20,000 
have already left. One could get over that, if people were joining the party be- 
cause of Ilelmut Schmidt at the same time, But nothing of the sort is happening. 
A chancellor whom his own party treats like a foreign body does not inspire a 
sense of commitment, even if the old fighting spirit does come through from time 
to time. "We are being asked to lead public opinion," he barked at the Lower 
Rhine SPD membership last weekend, "and no one is ir.terested in endless blather 
about resolution 27, page 14, letter X, That is not what I call politics, by God; 
what we do at our party congresses amounts to masturbation, I have stopped read- 
ing these fat tomes full of resolutions to be discussed at the party congresses," 
He should have done so more ‘often, The response he got was quick and sharp. 
"These documents reflect the work at the srass roots," a female delegate coolly 
pointed out to the chancellor whom his party at this stage just barely tolerates, 
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SCHLUSWIG-HOLSTLIN SPD LEFTISTS OPPOSE COUNTERARMING 
Frankfurt/Main FRANKFURTER ALLGIMEINE in German 16 Feb 82 p 3 
[Article by als: "Motion Opposing Count crarmament"/ 


[Text/ Kicl, 15 February -- At the SPD Federal Part; Congress in April, Schleswig 
-‘lolstcin SPD State Chairman and Bundestag Deputy Jansen wants to get a declaration 
opposing the counterarmament part of the two-part NATO resolution, In company with 
other leftist SPD state and district associations, Jansen is opposing the attempt 
by the party li xdership and Chancellor Schmidt to postpone a final decision until a 
federal party cugress in 1983, Jansen demanded in Kiel on Monday that the "threat 
potential" of the two-part NATO resolution be suspended for the duration of the 
disarmament negotiations. 


the Schleswig -Holstein SPD also intends to submit as a resolution in Munich the 
call for "initial unilateral disarmament steps by the West." This appeal was pass- 
ed by a large majority at a state party congress in Harrislee near Flensburg last 
september, Jensen's final demand is for European participation in the disarmament 
negotiations between the two superpowers, 


Jansen described the response to the "Kiel Appeal" on arms policy matters originated 
by him and the managing executive committee, The appeal condemns the American gov- 
ermment's decision to build the neutron bomb, calls upon the FRG government to 
oppose the deployment of this weapon and supports the "p*. ze movement's" @sire for 
disarmament, According to Jansen, the Kiel Appeal has been signed by 280,000 
people throughout the country, including 60,000 signatures from Schleswig-Holstein, 


The SchleswigeHolstein SPD also intends to discuss disarmament during the communal 
election campaign in Schleswig-Holstein; the elections take place on 7 March, Con 
sidering developments on the federal political scene, all the tate's parties sce 
the need for communal issues to take a back seat, The date SPD is presenting a 
serics of programs on its disarmament policy, which according to Jansen "extonds 
beyond the federal government's margin for action." The climax will be an event 

at the Kiel Ostseehalle this Saturday entitled "Songs Against War -- Propositions 
‘or Peace," In addition to Jansen, the witer Grass and Guenther Wallraff will be 
taking part. 


Jansen sces as a second federal topic in the communal election campaign the con- 
troversy over financing for the federal government's "employment program," In an 
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POLITICAL FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF GERMANY 


“MPLOYMUNT PACKAGE DRAWS SPD CRITICISM, CDU, DGB REACTION 
Genscher Responds to Criticism 
Munich SUDDUUTSCHE ZDITUNG in German & Feb 82 pp 1,2 
fArticle by mes.: "Differences of Opinion in Bonn Coalition Continue"/ 


[Pext/ Bonn 7 February -- The massive differences of opinion between 
the SPD and FDP over suitable employment policy measures, differ- 
ences thet came up also during the ecret coalition talks, are con- 
tinuing, Critical remarks from the SPD on details of the jointly 
approved program elicited this warning from FDP Chairman Hans- 
Dietrich Genscher on Sunday; "Anyone who talks this program to 
death will be talking jobs and this coalition to death." Mindful 
f the coalition's hard-won compromise, SPD parliamentary group 
cheirman Herbert Wehner wrote a letter to the SPD Bundestag depu- 
tics asking them to take relations with the FDP into account 
when expressing their desire for changes in the program: "Bear 
in mind that one must also come to agreement with one's coalition 
parcner," 


Genscher's interview on Second German Television and Wehner's letter to his parlia- 
mentary group colleagues made clear in Bonn on Sunday that the coalition leaders 

do not consider their internal differences of opinion a closed issue despite the 
unanimous vote of confidence for Chancellor Helmut Schmidt. The FDP chairman was 
questioned about remarks by Social Democratic ministers Haack and Threnberg, who 
had commented unfavorably on details of the coalition's resolutions, . Genscher said 
that astonishment was the only word to use in relation to "what we heard from the 
SPD just a few hours after the vote in the Bundestag." He said he wanted it fully 
understood that anyone who was talking the program to @ath was also wlking the coal- 
ition to death, The Free Democrats subscribe to the program, "and we think that 
anyone who creates new doubts and uncertainties now will be helping cause continued 
restraint in investment activity." When asked whether he thought the "shift" in- 
aucurated last summer by the FDP in economic and financial policy with the SPD 
could last, Genscher answered: "If the SPD stands by what was agreed, the answer 
1s ycse" 


Speaking in another interview, Genscher again linked approval of Schmidt to approv- 
al of the employment package, "I'm assuming," said the FDP chairman on Saarland 
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Radio, "that everyone is aware that we expect just this of every member of the gov- 
ering coalition," When asked about the vote of confidence for the chancellor, 
Gonscher replied; "We won't be the ones to upset that. We stand by the resolu- 
tions," 


Wehner meanwhile revealed part of the dory leading up to the chancellor's request 
for a vote of confidence, He said this on Bavarian Radio: "I suggested it to the 
chancelLior in a private conversation -- and without further persuasion the chancel-~ 
lor considcred how it would go, and he asked for the vote, And that has to be the 
oroper thing to do in an clected parliament and in the parliamenvary goup which, 
together with the other group, constitutes the chancellor's majority. In other 
ords, this was a straightforward decision with no ulterior motives behind it, And 
it achicved a result -= at least as far as this weekend is concerned — that will 
stifle some of the gossip by that which calls itself the press and also concerning 
what the media are reporting about the rcal circumstances -—- I say this unpreten- 
tiously," 


n hic letter to the members of the SPD parliamentary group, Wehner called the con- 
fidence vote evidence of the coalition's unity and ability to act. He said the 
coalition negotiations on the employment program had been "difficult work -- even 
very, very difficult at times," But now it was clear that "no one was cut to rib- 
dons here, no one was 'decked' hore, no one was 'booted out here." Wehner ended 
the letter -- with the government's resolutions enclosed as an argumentation sheet 
—- with this handwritten notes "Together we can make it]" 


Like Wehner, Chancellor Schmidt also regarded the final round of last week's coali- 
tion talks as extremely difficult. It is now known that Schmidt is said to have 
spoken of the most critical coalition negotiations of his time in office, This 
assessment agrees with observations by some of the participants, according to which 
a breakup of the government had been a possibility late last Tuesday night. It was 
not until that night that Schmidt — without talking with Genscher beforehand -- 
had decided to ask for a vote of confidence in the Bundestag, After the vote on 
friday, Schmidt had said on television that the confidence vote had made every mem 
ber of the SPD and FDP parliamentary groups aware that their quarreling had been 
dangerous. "or all of us, including me," said Schmidt on this occasion, it was an 
induccmcnt to be pmewhat more cooperative when dealing with one another, Wehner 
emphatically denied conjecture that the vote of confidence had been called for in 
order to discipline the SPD group or to dissuade the Free Democrats from "notions 
about wandering away." 


SPD Chairman Willy Brandt also emphatically defended the compromise. He said that 
although "no one" could "be completely satisfied all the time," the crucial issue 
trom the Social Democratic standnoint had been that this government program had 
madc demonstratively clear that the state must not back away from its shared res- 
ponsibility,. 


Schmidt himself called the result of the vote of confidence in the Bundestag 
"torrific, " After the "endless negotiations" with his coalition partners, hc had 
becn "not quite so sure" about the outcome of the vote, But he said the vote had 
been necessary in order to put an end to the past weeks and months of discussion, 
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\ccording to "DP Gencral Secretary Guenter Verheugen, it is absolutely necessary to 
his party that the two coalition parties support the employment package passed by 
the sovernment and that they also swiftly put it into effect. Verheugen said on 
Jouthvest Radio that Gconscher's call for "peace on the proposal front" was "now 
doubly" applicable, lle said that although the liberals would have preferred to have 
the planned measures financed through further federal budget cuts, the FDP was "very 
much a.on " in this opinion in the Bundestag, He noted that opposing statements by 
the CDU/CSU had made it appear extremely doubtful that such ideas could have pre- 
vailod in the Bundestag and the Bundesrat /upper house of FRG parliament/,. 


CSU Genoral Secretary idmund Stoiber considers a coalition between the Union parties 
and the FDP as "no longer desirable at ail." He says a change in dec*sive politi- 
cal arcas can be achieved only by way of an abso lute majority, not until 19¢4 if 
a Dcy and that the Free Democrats had pursucd a policy of "outrageous immorali- 
ty" in the course of the debate over an employment progran. 


Minister-Presiaent Stoltenberg's view was that the vote of confidence in the Bundes- 
tag had not ended the government's decline. He said the same people who had voted 
for Schmidt in the Bundestag would "continue their fight against the government's 
policy after a few days had passed." Schmidt ought to "clear the way for new elec 
tions instead, so the people can decide whom they have confidence in," Friedrich 
Zimmermann, chairman of his CSU state group in Bonn and dputy chairman of the 
Union's parliamentary group in the Bundestag, said in the Oldenburg NORDWEST- 
ZLITUNG that the chancellor had misused "the parliament as a substitute forum for 
lost majorities in the SPD," 


Immediately one the vote of confidence for Schmidt, the SPD laviched a nation- 
wide leaflet campaipn emphasizing tne SPD's role in bringing about t’ employment 
initiative, "We have prevailed; now comes action," says the flicr, 


CDU, DGB Statements 
Munich SUSDD-LUTSCHS ZSITUNG in German 5 Feb 82 p 7 


[Article by Pere: "imployment Program Arouses Skepticism -- Business Community De- 
plores Tax Increase and Sees No Long-Range Prospects" 


[Text7 Bonn -- The government's employment program has met with 
definite critism from the CDU/CSU opposition and has also found a 
poor response among business groups. These groups are critical 
above all of the planned increase in the value-added tax, and thoy 
see no long-range growth and employment prospects extending beyond 
the investment credits measure, ‘the DGB appeared fairly satisficd, 


DU Chairman liclmut Kohl came out strongly against raising taxes to finance an en 
»loyment program whose effcct was questionable, He said that anyone mising taxcs 
now ought to know that this would have an impact on wage negotiations, but that low 
ware acreements were a necessary prerequisite for a recovery. CDU Treasurer Walthcr 
Leisler Kiop noted that the important issue regarding the consolidation of govern- 
ment finances had been tabled once gain, Bavarian Economics Minister Anton Jaumann 
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said that despite several moves in the right direction, the cabinet had "on the 
whole come up far too short" with its package of measures, Neither have the invest- 
ment components in the fcccral budget been strengthened without added burdens for 
the public, nor can it be said that any lasting improvement has been made in overall 
conditions conducive to private investment, 


Respect from DGB 


In taking an initial position, DGB Chairman Heinz Oskar Vetter said he was compelled 
to resvect the fact that the chancellor had managed after all to launch a progran 
despite ali opposition, although its financing via the VAT tax is more than just a 
flaw, Vetter's designated successor, Alois Pfeiffer, would like to have gotten a 
program on a somewhat larger scale, Pfeiffer sees no influence on the wage negotia- 
tions, He noted that the goal of the trade unions was still that of safeguarding 
the rcal income of the wage carner,. 

The social committees of the Christian-Democratic Hmployees Association (CDA) crit- 
icized the fact that wage earners would have to perceive the resolutions "as a 
mockery," that they would lead to a "further strengthening of the antisocial poli- 
cies of the SPD/FDP government." The German Salaried Employees Union applauded the 
efforts for increased employment but doubted that permanent jobs could be created 
through investment credits, 


The business and banking associations are nearly uniform in their criticism, some 
of which is evere, The chief objection is to the VAT increase, The associations 
sec no long-range employment prospects, and they are expressing the concern that 
the trade unions have ceased to feel any responsibility for employment and have 
been making excessive wage demands. But Rolf Rodenstock, president of the Federa- 
tion of Gorman Industries (BDI), sees in the measures "reasonable starting points" 
for investments and a "step in the right direction," although no turning point. 

He says that industry is sitting at the "starting gates," getting ready to catch up 
on investments. The BDI president thinks Bonn’s measures can "take hold" in a few 
months, 


The concise assessments by the associations can be summed up as follows: 


Banking association: No lasting effect; threat of inflation resulting from tax 
increase; 


Confederation of German Imployers Associations: Tuc program is more in line with 
tactical political considcrations than with economic necessities, 


“ederation of Chambers of German Industry and Commerce: A political tranquilizer 
has been passed, 


Credit unions and farmers cooperative banks: The most that will be achieved is a 
s horterange anesthetizing effect. 


edcration of German Industries: The ending of debate is a positive element. The 
goal of long-range improvement of investment prospects will not be achieved, 














Construction industry: The program does not take into consideration the construc- 
vion industry's market situation. 


Poderation of German Wholesale Trade and Foreign Trade Associations: It is a sclf- 
contradictory compromise solution, 


Depositors Protection Association: The program is a flash in the pan, It creates 
risks for the attempt at an investment-oricnted incomes policy, 


Central Association of German Craftsmen: Fundamental employment problems will not 
be solved by the short-sighted plans, 


Retail trade: Given the slack domand for consumer goods, the VAT increase is the 
wrong course to take, 


Savings Banks and Clearing House Associavion; The VAT increase is in conflict with 
the necessary lowering of the inflation mte, 


TL55 
CSO: 3103/276 
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POLITICA FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF GERMANY 


RMPLOYMENT PROGRAM SiN AS SUPERFLUOUS, MERE POLITICAL PLOY 
Trankfurt/Main FRANKFURTER ALLGEMEINE in German 8 Feb 82 p 1 
/Article by urnst Guenter Vetter: "A Fetish for a Program"/ 


[Text/ The experts were of one minds An employment program is superfluous because 
it will be virtually impossible for it to produce the hoped-for result -- namely, 
pulling jobs out of a hat. A market economy system receives its dynamic strength 
from the impulses that spring from individual businesses and personal enterprise, 
If the general political climate is favorable, plans sprout like flowers in the 
spring sunshine, If skepticism and lethargy are widespread, even government plans 
are of no use, 


Politicians like the chancellor, the finance minister, the economics minister, are 
aware of the way these things work, This is why they -- just like experts in the 
‘DP parliamentary group or such an outstanding mind as Professor Schiller of the 
SPD -- bluntly rejected a government program just 6 months ago, 


But just such a superfluous program has now seen the light of day after all. It 
was not the ones who kept firmly demanding something that was useless who were per- 
suaded of their error; the ones who yielded were those who were pledged to put 
through what they thought was right, The reason for the erroneous conduct is ob» 
vious. Unemployment is rolling over the country like an uncontrollable tidal wave; 
it has nearly mached the 2 million mark, These are alarming figures for any demo- 
cratic government, liconomic crises that manifest themselves most drastically in a 
lack of work for the common man can turn into crises of the democratic system, 
Catastrophes of this kind do rot just happen all of a sudden, however; for the most 
part they arc the result of bad policy. 


The crisis in the economy rests in large measure on a dislocation involving perforn- 
ance and demand, More and more benefits were promised and ordered up by the state, 
The governnent budgets that were thrown into disorder constitute a kind of reckon- 
ing for o lack of good political judgment. There is no more room for investments 
that could create jobs; too much money was spent for consumption purposes. 


On the other hand, the cconomy's ability to produce, which is indispensable to so- 
cial prosperity, has been slowed time and time again by increasing social burdens 
of the most varied sort. Consequently, the business community's enthusiasm and 
capacity for investment has deadily declined, But only an economy that is 























virorously investing is in a position to use its flexibility to guarantee suffi- 

‘.unt jobs over the long term, Politicians should draw conclusions from such an 

insight, ‘conomic strength can be remobilized only if a fundamental change takes 
riace in the political climate, which is often hostile to economic concerns, 


The courage to make appropriate decisions has been lacking, however, It was more 
important to win over the voter, to bend to the will of the trade unions, than to 
help the economy gct back on its feet. To be sure, it is difficult to correct 

er rors that are rooted in currying favor with the voter. So an employment program 
has emerged, one which is being paraded like a fetish before the pestilence of un- 
employment, It ali has more to do with occult rites than with economic good sense. 


The role of the unions is totally depressing. They consider themselves partners in 
covernment, “ugen Loderer has said as much; The government responded to pressure, 
At the same time, they refuse to share any responsibility for wage policy, This is 
union philosophy in a crisis; Business bears sole responsibility for prices; gov- 
ernncnt employment programs are responsible for jobs; the unions, on the other hand, 
have to guarantee real wages even if still more jobs are lost, 


This constitutes a classic example of how an interest group takes care of its own 
clientele while shifting responsibility for its own irresponsible behavior to other 
groups and to the state, Absurdity is completely transformed into method wham the 
crisis is supposed to serve as an acceptable vehicle with which to administcr the 
coup de grace to the market economy, This comment by the head of IG Metall's 
[Metalworkers Union/ Political Economy Section is typical: "Capitalism is now show 
ing that it is incapabie of finding a solution to the crisis." For people with an 
attitude like that, it is only consistent to prevent what is economically sensible, 
to demand senseless programs from the government and to take their demands into 
wage negotiations as though there were no such thing as 2 million on the unemploy- 
ment rolls, 


But what happened to the politicians’ courage to oppose this behavior? Where is 
the willingness to risk cetting an example on the side of reason in the round of 
public service wage negotiations? Can a government give any clearer proof of its 
impotence than wien it allows unions to keep it from doing the right thing? And 
those who call themselves liberals have joined ranks with those who would sell out, 
Proicssor Goetz Briefs wrote 30 years ago that the alliance between the unions and 
the workers party held the fate of democracy in its hand, One might think he had 
forcseen the dramatic unfolding of events at this time, 


imployment programs will blow away like specks of dust in the wind, They are 
nothing but a poor excuse for weak policy. What is needed is the courage to lead, 
An opportunistic cye on the voter and an obsequious bow before the union throne are 
signs that the sovereign will to act has been lost, 
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NORTH RHINL-WisSTPHALIA SPD GROUPS OPPOSE DEFENSE, EMPLOYMENT POLICY 
Frankfurt/Main FRANKFURTER ALLGEMEINE in German 16 Feb 82 p 3 


[Article by LeBes “Change of Mood in North Rhine-Westphalian SPD -- Three Districts 
Oppose Federal Government's Defense Policy/ State Executive Committee Convened"/ 


[Toxt/ Duesseldorf, 15 February -- The North Rhine-Westphalian SPD State Executive 
Committee has been convened for Wednesday under the chairmanship of Minister-Presi- 
dent Rau to discuss the party's position on the federal government's defense policy 
and on the employment program. According to reliable sources, committee members 

intend to bring disputed issces to a vote in order to rclarify the situation follov- 
ing the decisions by four of the date's party districts, the majority of which were 
negative, There are also thoughts of committing North Rhine-Westphalia's delegates 
to the Munich federal party congress in April to a uniform line that could be form- 
lated as theresult of 2 new resolution by the executive committee, it is question- ° 
able, however, that such a course of action holds any promise of wuccess, 


Three of the four SPD districts in North Rhine-Westphalia have now come out unequiv- 
ocally against the fcderal government's defense policy and Chancellor Schmidt's ex- 
pressed aims with respect to the two-part NATO resolution and the Geneva negotia- 
tions. As early as last year, the Middle Rhine District had called upon Bonn to 
pursuc a revisicoi of the NATO resolution if arms control negotiations should pro- 
duce nc results within a foreseeable period. A further demand was for ea moratorium 
on missile armament aimed at preventing the emplacemen*’ of additional SS-20 missiles 
in the last bloc during the Geneva negotiations, but also at preventing the West 
from making any counterarmament preparations, Then the weekend before last, the 
Lower Rhine District had also decided in favor of such a moratorium, calling for the 
"immediate cessation of all measures leading up to the deployment of intermediate 
range missiles in the Federal Republic." The party's Western Westphalia District 
was the only one to support the NATO resolution with its provisions for disarmament 
negotiations coupled with the threat of counterarmament, but about 40 percent of 
the delegates voted against the decision. And then last weekend the Hastern West- 
phalia-Lippe District also demanded that no new U.S, missiles be deployed in West- 
ern jjurope and that all such preparations be halted immediately, 


The two Westphalian districts also oppose the Bonn coalition's resolutions concern- 
ing the federal government's employment program, The Western Westphalia District 
declared the program inadequate and "not goal-oriented cnough," The Eastern West- 
phalia District roundly rejected it as a "setback" for the SPD politicians and 
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declared the "capitalist economic order" to be the sole cause of all the difficul- 
ties. It must thercfore be done away with and replaced by extensive nationaliza- 
tions accompanied by the introduction of overall economic planning, Strong minori- 
ties in the Lower Rhine District also adopted this position, although a resolution 
was avoided, 


Thus, a change of mood has taken place within just a few weeks in the North Rhine 
~Westphalian SPD, which has long been considered Schmidt's most reliable ally. In 
the arca of defense policy, three out of four party districts have now also abandon- 
ed the resolutions passed by the state party congress in the summer of 1981; the 
congress had come out in favor of the two-part NATO resolution, It has meanwhile 
become unclcar as to which attitude State Chairman Rau has adopted. From a sickbed 
last weekend he wrote a letter to the Eastern Westphalia District affirming the 
party's right to pass resolutions that deviate from the Bonn government's policy. 

lie wrote furthor that if a party like the SPD were preserving "its identity," this 
could not be interpreted as a wjection of the Bonn coalition's policy. However, the 
capacity of Social Democrats for common action must not be destroyed by replacing 
"impossible demands" with "continuing ones." Rau denied that there is anything 
divisive between the chancellor and the SPD, 


Given this situation, there is great interest in finding out how the state executive 
committee will deal on Wednesday with the obviously varied, in part controversial, 
resolutions passed by the districts, and what positions the committee will adopt 
under Rau's chairmanship. 


Of the 400 delegates to the federal party congress in Munich, 124 are from the 
North Rhino-Westphalian SPD, The majority of them -- 64 -— represent the three 
party districts of Middle Rhine, Lower Rhine and Eastern Westphalia, which will 
clearly demand an immediate halt to all counterarmament preparations regardless of 
any result from the Geneva negotiations, The Western Westphalia and Eastern West- 
phalia Districts wil! be sending 73 delegates to Munich, They will be representing 
resolutions that now also reject the employment program as inadequate -—- or even as 
wrong from the start, ‘Tne thesis that this constitutes a leftward shift by the 
North Rhino-\icstphalia SPD is also sunported by several personnel decisions by the 
party. SPD Bundestag Deputy Thuesing, who is meanwhile openly cooperating with 
communists, has been elected to the Eastern \estphalia District Executive Committec 
in secret balloting, But veteran Social Democrats like Elfriede Eilers, or Biele- 
feld's Chict Mayor Schwickert, were not reelected. Lower Rhine District chief 
Baeumcr, a committed SPD politician of the old school, is thought to be weary of 
holdin, office, But coven on the Lower Rhine no one believes a majority could be 
won by an orthodox labor union politician like Duesseldorf's Social Affairs Minis 
tor Farthmann, whom Bacumer would have preferred as his successor, Farthmann has 
alrcady bowed out because of difficulties he had just being nominated as a delegate 
to the federal conyreoss, These, too, are signs of incipient crosion, 
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POLITICAL FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF GERMANY 


HAMBURG YOUNG DFMOCRATS VOTE TO LEAVE FDP 
Frankfurt/Main FRANKFURTER ALLGEMEINE in German 15 Feb 82 p 4 


fArticle by k.we: "Hamburg Young Democrats Break Away -- Brunnstein Calls Decision 
by State Congress a Game of Cowboys and Indians"/ 


[Text] Hamburg, 14 February -- As had been expected, last weekend the Hamburg 
Young Democrats broke with their parent party, the FDP, as the result of a majority 
resolution. Adopted at a 2day state congress was a motion which termed the epara- 
tion unavoidable because of a lack of opportunities for a "radical democratic" 
policy; the vote was 43 to 13, with 5 abstentions, The outcome of the voting indi- 
cates that a minority is dill in favor of remaining with the parent party. Under 
these circumstances ~- including the change in the by-laws that is necessary for 

a separation ~- the future status of the Hamburg Young Democrats appears to be un- 
certain forthe period just ahead, and thus in the time leading up to the local 
elections, The state chairman of the Hamburg Free Democrats, Brunnstein, has al- 
ready indicated that the party will be paying special attention to the minority 
that was and is against the split. Brunnstein is therefore seeking early walks with 
the Young Democrats! Federal Executive Committee, 


it became evident in the debate at the state congress that the Hamburg separation 
move has to be regarded for now as an isolated action -- despite similar thoughts 

in some other state associations, Former federal chairman Straesser, who took part 
in the debate, made clear that the federal association would not let itself be 
pressured by individual state associations. During his time in office, Straesser 
had received strong backing within the Hamburg state group. Also speaking against 

a split was Schleswig-Holstein State Young Democrat Chairman Schulz, In the dis- 
cussion of the motion to separate and the supporting "Position Paper on Perspectives 
and Strategy of Radical Democratic Policy," the main point made by opponents of the 
motion was that the "relevance" being sought by the Young Democrats was a conse 
quence of those very ties to the parent party that were now to be relinquished, 

They went on to say that a long-range perspective was lacking -- an especially 
peculiar situation in view of the parliamentary audience that would be needed in 

any event in line with the dual-policy strategy. This is also true with reference 
to scattered thoughts ebout making approaches to Hamburg's Greens or the Alterna- 
tives, The initiators of the split are also apparently aware of the danger of being 
absorbed by other goups. So the advocates of a separation were left only with 

their principal argument -- the overworked notion of credibility -- plus their re- 
jection of Genscher's brand of federal policy. 
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The Ilamburg Free. Democrats acknowledged the majority decision of their former youth 
organization with gcmeral romarks on the issue of tolerance within the party -- but 
also with undisguised anger, Their statement issued on Sunday noted that a "small 
band" of Young Democrats was taking advantage of the opportunity to attract public 
attention prior to the local elections, something they had not been able to do for 
years with their political activity. State Chairman Brunnstein had this to say: 

"As far as I'm concerned, it's a game of cowboys and Indians." He points out that 
many of the active members, "especially the members of the city sard groups, are not 
members of the FDP." To Brunnstein it is "incomprehensible hov the Hamburg Young 
Democrats in particular can believe that they ought to be the first state associa- 
tion to separate from the FDP after an exciting history spannir.g more than 35 years," 
To be sure, the state chairman himself drew a dividing line with reference to the 
"numcrous defamatory remarks contained in the motion's supporting documents" about 
the DP and its representatives (one of them refers to former vicemayor Biallas as 
the "head guru of left-wing party chic"), According to Brunnstein, anyone who would 
express himself in this "intolerant and biased" manner can no longer claim to be a 


" liberal," 
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POLITICAL ITALY 


PREMIER SPADOLINI INTERVIEWED ON POLAND ISSUE 
PM121127 Rome L'ESPRESSO in Italian 31 Jan 82 pp 20-22 


[Interview with Italian Prime Minister Giovanni Spadolini: "Myself, Craxi and 
Berlinguer"] 


[Excerpt] Rome--Question: Prime Minister, how do you view the Italian left's 
reaction to events in Poland? Do you agree with those who maintain that we 
should continue to provide aid to the Polish people even at the cost of assisting 
the present military regime? In short, do you feel closer to the PSI's rigid 
attitude or to the PCI's critical but flexible attitude? 


Answer: I identify with the term used by the socialist at the Elysee Palace, 
namely [French President] Francois Mitterrand: "reprobation.” This is the term 
that broke through France's first uncertain and awkward reactions, reflected by 
the French External Relations Ministry in a style reminiscent of Giscard 
d'Estaing. 


It is not a matter of distinguishing the hawks from the doves within West 
Europe's democratic and socialist forces (in any case [FRG] Chancellor Schmidt's 
latest speech to the Bundesrat left no doubts in this regard); it is simply a 
matter of realizing a unitary line of justified condemnation and of calculated 
pressure is the only one that can facilitate a change of course by Jaruzelski's 
military regime, the result of a coup that was certainly no secret to the Soviet 
Union; and of ensuring that the regime takes the path of a new dialogue with 
the real forces of Polish society--the trade union movement, the Catholic 
Church and public opinion. All these three were blocked by the coup staged in 
Warsaw. 


Question: Do you believe that, following the events in Poland, the PCI has made 
a decisive revision of its historical ideology? 


Answer: Just a moment. No real form of socialism or even real socialism was 
ever realized in Poland. During the harshest phase of Stalinism and subsequently 
Poland saw the establishment of authoritarian forms managed by a Communist Party 
that never attempted--and could never have attempted--the country's complete 


"communistization," as happened in Hungary, Czechoslovakia and Bulgaria, how- 
ever. 
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From this viewpoint the Polish experience is entirely different from Czecho- 
slovakia's. The Czechoslovak heresy emerged within the communist movement, 
began with Dubcek from a revision and reformulation of the ideological and 
political standards of a Communist Party that was not simply the result of a 
Soviet invasion but which had some local roots and certain origins in that 
nation's countryside. 


The situation in Poland is entirety different. There was no Polish spring, in 
terms of a wish or hope to ccrrect the communist system from within, to reformu- 
late Marxist-Leninist doctrine. 


Question: So the Communist Party always remained in a minority in Poland. 


Answer: Always in an extreme minority. It did not succeed in eliminating the 
influence of the dominant Catholicism or even of social Catholicism, which con- 
stantly flourished behind the church's undiminished strength. Poland's situa- 
tion can in no way be identified with that of the other Warsaw Pact countries; 
the vigorous explosion of the Solidarity movement itself demonstrates the 
resistance for 30 years in the depths of Polish society of forces never com- 
pletely stifled or even dominated by Soviet despotism or by successive derivated 
forms of it during Poland's complex and tumultuous history, vacillating between 
the harshness of the Rokossovskiy era and the overtures of tne Gomulka era. Even 
at the most brutal moments of Stalinism a certain proportion of private ownership 
was safeguarded and the fiction of a Catholic party was preserved in the form of 
the Pax movement. In short, there was something in Poland that could not be 
subdued by Soviet hegemony--always. If you wanted to, you could go back to the 
Yalta agreements, to the explicit commitment to free elections in that country. 
You could go even further than that and recall the Soviet forces’ uncaring and 
indifferent attitude toward the tragedy of the German siege of Warsaw. You can 
go back even further in Polish history. 


But one thing is certain--that there has been no Marxist-Leninist ideological 

experience in Poland. From this viewpoint I believe it is difficult to judge 

events in Poland in purely ideological terms. Events in Poland relate more to 
the most unscrupulous aspects of a despotic raison d'etat; they highlight the 

priority given to the Soviet Union's interest as a power over any vestiges of 

ideology or of proletarian internationalism. 


Question: So what is your overall verdict on the PCJI's change of course, in the 
light of the PCI Central Committee document? 


Answer: My verdict is positive with regard to its condemnation of the Soviet 
model. I am confused with regard to the hypothesis of a third way between 
capitalism and real socialism. 


Question: [Italian Republican Party President] Ugo La Malfa, commenting on a 
speech delivered by Berlinguer in Moscow 7 November 1977, said that the PCI was 
ready to shoulder government responsibilities. Have the stances adopted by the 
PCI on Poland been sufficient to restore Italian communism to the conditions 
which pleased La Malfa? 














Answer: Ugo La Malfa's disappointment following Berlinguer's 17 September 1978 
speech to Genoa was as bitter as the trust placed in Eurocommunism's new course 
had been broad and generous. 


Now everything has changed: technically, you cannot even speak of Eurocommunisn. 
I have already said on television, though only in answer to a communist journalist 
(1 am well aware of a prime minister's commitments to discretion and reserve con- 
cerning the evolution of the political forces, of the majority no less than of 

the opposition), that I foresee no immediate repercussions on Italian domestic 
politics as a result of the communists’ document on Poland. 


I believe that Ugo La Malfa would have done the same. I would like to specify my 
thoughts even more precisely, I do not believe that I am falling short in my 
acknowledgement of the turmoil under way within the Communist Party--a turmoil 
which we have had significant examples in recent weeks--if I stress that the time 
scale of the revision and of the complex political and cultural reformulation 
under way within the Communist Party at present seems slower than the time scale 
connected with the trend in government formulas in Italy. And it could not be 
otherwise: I believe that the Italian communists themselves would be the first 
to acknowledge this, because they have a sense of history. 


Question: If you could make a forecast do you believe that the disagreement 
between the PCI and PSI over Poland and other topics will become exacerbated or 
that it will be alleviated? In your opinion, which of the two parties should 
take the initiative in achieving greater understanding? 


Answer: Craxi has announced a thorough examination of the PCI document, which 
concerns the entire italian left, including the sector without Marxist roots, 
such as the Republican Party, which for the past 30 years has been a protagonist 
in a debate within the leftwing forces to discover to what extent not only Lenin- 
ism but also Marxism-Leninism not only Marxism-Leninism but also Marxism and 

not only Marxism but also socialism are compatible with the real conditions of an 
advanced and diversified industrial society like that of the West. Our position 
as nonconfessional and reformist democrats is clearly different from that of the 
socialists; because the role of the secular democratic forces is obviously 
different from that of the socialist forces. Albeit in an interrelationship 

that has experienced moments of close cooperation and moments of clear separa- 
tion during more than 100 years of history. 


CSO: 3104/126 
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POLITICAL ITALY 


PCI CADRES DISCUSS DIFFERENCES ON POLAND 
PM111553 Rome L'UNITA in Italian 5 Feb 82 pp 1, 18 


[Report by Antonio Captarica: "First Stocktaking of Debate Among Communist Party 
Members" | 


[Text] Rome--What is the PCI's political pulse rate? How are party members and 
cadres in Milan, Palermo, Turin or Bari experiencing the innovations of this 
eventful period? How are they reacting to the stances adopted by the Directorate 
and Central Committee on the major topics of foreign policy and to the polemics 
with us that these decisions have prompted, to the extent of the attacks--in some 
respects absurd and in other respects worrying--by PRAVDA and other East European 
communist party newspapers? A far-ranging, calm reply full of points on which to 
reflect was provided last Wednesday by PCI regional and federation secretaries: 
the second part of their meetings (the first part, introduced by Comrade 
Chiaromonte, was devoted to the communists' initiative against the crisis and 

for a new kind of development) dealt precisely with the nature of the current 
debate within the party. 


The discussion at PCI headquarters, in which Comrade Berlinguer took part, pre- 
sented a picture that is bound to disappoint many of the "doctors" at present 
monitoring the PCI's "state of health" in the ill-concealed hope of seeing it 
falter. In almost all sections, the comrades most closely in touch with local 
situation reported, an enthusiastic and vigorous debate is taking place, similar 
both in intensity and in the breadth of participation to the debates that mark 
the most important moments of our history or that precede congresses. It really 
is a major opportunity, as Berlinguer stressed, to make the party take a step 
forward, to make it take up and utilize the elements of strength that the 
stances that we have adopted add to the PCI's struggle for a transformation of 
Italian society toward socialism. The consensus, the convinced support that 

the Directorate documents have received and still receive from the vast majority 
of comrades themselves constitute a guarantee of such a result. 


This does not imply any underestimation of the difficulties. They exist, and one 
could perhaps even say that in a way it was a foregone conclusion that there 
would be difficulties. They resist pigeonholing, they have difference charac- 
teristics that cannot be dismissed as factors relating merely to age or class, 
and in many cases they reveal defects and shortcomings in the task of eluci- 
dating our previous stances on international topics. 
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Be that as it may, if we had to make a general observation about the careful 
examination made by the secretaries (there were a large number of speeches) we 
would summarize it as follows: One can only talk in terms of dissent--sometimes 
silent, almost always open--in individual cases, with individual comrades in 

this or that federation bewildered--partly because of their personal back- 
ground--by a profound unrest. However, the uncertainty regarding this or that 
assessment of international affairs (Poland, the analysis of Eastern bloc 
societies) or regarding the whole range of issues raised by the idea of a "third 
way'' accounts for a very limited and small area compared to the overall size of 
the party, but is more widespread and in all events cannot be dismissed as indi- 
vidual cases. And, moreover, varied, very determined to discuss and to elucidate 
and anxious to find, partly and chiefly through specific party political initia- 
tive, the answer capable of resolving doubts and the "unease" [sentence as pub- 
lished]. But often in these cases what is lacking is knowledge, information. 
Party documents have been read either *n summaries or in the shortened (and some- 
times distorted) versions carried by the "thinking man's" press [Stampa 
D'OPINIONE]. More accurate, and above all more widespread, information would 

be enough to prevent many misunderstandings. 


In view of this generally positive picture of the debate within the party, so 
full of potential, one is prompted to wonder (and the question was asked during 
the meeting) what the results would have been if the PCI had adopted other 
stances following the tragic 13 December that marked the start of martial law 

in Poland. Not only would they have been negative in themselves, in view of the 
gravity of the events in Poland, but they would also have caused--as it is now 
easy to deduce from an examination of the facts--a dramatic situation within the 
party, a split (which has, however, been avoided) in the living and active frame- 
work of the PCI, to the extent even of jeopardizing its future unity. 


Instead, the decisions taken over the past 2 montiis have created a very different 
situation. The whole of the active part of the PCI has basically expressed con- 
vinced support for the decisions taken, and this makes it possible to aim at an 
entirely positive result: to surmoun: the reservations and to deal with the 
attacks, with a party--an idea stressed by Berlinguer--determined to be "equip- 
ped’ for a situation that threatens to slide toward even more negative develop- 
ments. In other words, a party equal to the struggles for peace and for the 
transformation toward socialism as they must now be waged. 


Therefore it is of capital importance to extend the debate and to broaden parti- 
cipation. The importance of the issues, all the speakers agreed, demands that 
the debate extend beyond the active cadres and involve the broad mass of Com 
munist Party members, supporters and voters, what one could call the "under- 
lying strata’ of our strength. This is how to ensure the party's best defense 
against the attacks to which it is being subjected and at the same time to 
resolve the elements of demoralization or disorientation that hinder an incisive 
utilization of our stances with a view to political initiative and the winning 
over of new support and a new consensus. 


Results in this field can already be seen. Specific experiences were recounted 
by several comrades (this was stressed particularly by emigration section chief 
Giuliano Pajetta, by Leghorn's Bussotti and by Rimini's Piccari), and they all 
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reveal how our assessments have prompted interest and support in major sectors of 
public opinion, primarily on the left, bringing closer to the party citizens-- 
intellectuals, young people and workers--hitherto inhibited by incomprehensions 
that have now been resolved. This really opens up very great potential and it is 
easy to understand why (as Comrade Vitali from Milan pointed out) the "fourth 
party," whose spokesman is Montanelli's Il Giornale, seems so worried by our 
theories’ power of attraction even in sectors that had hitherto maintained a 
mistrustful attitude toward the PCl. 


In some comrades, it was reported, this entirely objective appraisal, this oppor- 
tunity that is the almost natural result of our assessments, is strangely causing 
a kind of complex, a kind of fear that our theses have ulterior motives--as if 
they could have been dictated by the petty aim of gaining some new approval or 
some unspecified government solution. Nothing could be more mistaken than such 
an impression, which is nevertheless nurturing here and there a few areas of 
"unease," perhaps linked to the fear of a blurring of our characteristics. This 
demands an extremely clear confirmation of the party's class characteristics, the 
socialist aims of its action, the commitment to peace that particularly charac- 
terizes its international position and the fundamental traits of its internal 
life, starting with the regulation concerning democratic centralism. This was 
stressed by Berlinguer and by several other comrades, and this point, too, 
revealed the usefulness of the most open dialogue possible, especially a public 
one, with the other political forces. 


It is precisely this kind of discussion that best demonstrates our characteris- 
tics, our differences, that crushes the hopes of "official approval" 
[“omologazione"] nurtured in our regard by biased observers or by new admirers. 
The result of these dialogues is often, the comrades reported, not only the 
gaining of new support but also the elimination of old comrades' uncertainties. 


But at the same time there must be no inhibitions in properly recognizing the 
innovations and positive effects of our latest stances. They have dealt a blow 
to many arguments, and above all many pretexts used against us, have upset many 
plans designed to harm us, have increased the contredictions within the DC and 
the PSI and have, in short, created new opportunities for a positive development 
within the Italian situation, too. Nor indeed is th2re any conflict between our 
aim of a real transformation toward socialism and th: greater opportunities now 
provided in the quest for convergences with the major European socialist and 
social democratic forces involved in a serious reappraisal of their experiences. 


A greater awareness of the social, political and economic mechanisms of "real 
socialism" and of the real nature of our dispute with those parties is also 
indispensable for resolving one of the points on which a number of uncertainties 
are centered: our verdict on the East European countries or on the exhaustion 
of the propulsive phase of the October Revolution. But many comrades (including 
Pordenone's Gasparotto, Palermo's Sanfilippo and Genoa's Speciale) also empha- 
sized how one agrument in the debate that prompts much deliberation is the 
appeal to understand and to consider the serious difficulties caused in the 
international progressive movement and within our own party by the errors com 
mitted by the ruling parties in Eastern bloc societies. It is not a matter of 
issuing dismissive verdicts, which would be counterproductive; it is a matter of 
discussion, elucidation and persuasion based on the facts. 














This is a method that has produced good results in areas where some doubts have 
occurred. It has already been said that they are very varied, just as the 
"unease" emerging in some comrades takes many different forms; for instance, 

one integral part of it is a widespread dissatisfaction with the living condi- 
tions to which various sectors are subjected as a result of distorted develop- 
ment and the economic crisis, or even an element of skepticism regarding the 
results of the party's action. And perhaps these aspects, which have nothing to 
do with our foreign policy stances, also explains the lack of homogeneity of the 
narrow sector experiencing doubts and uncertainties. 


For instance, the exposition provided by the secretaries gives the lie once and 
for all to the glib picture of a working class confused [astratta] by myths or 
subjects to temptations that have been called "Kabulist." This was discussed 
at length particularly by Vitali, Bussotti, Acciacca (Tern secretary) and 
D'Alema (Puglia). Vitali raised a smile when he recounted the disappointment 
of a journalist from a moderate newspaper who visited Sesto San Giovanni on a 
vain search for "men of marble"; he left empty-handed, with the comment: "So 
much for workers in the grip of myths...." And indeed it is precisely in the 
factories and the industrial centers that the debate is most intensive and far- 
reaching; in those cases where dissent does exist, it always seems flexible and 
relaxed and in any case the difference of reactions, for instance among comrades 
from different workshops in the same factory, itself proves that the uncertain- 
ties are the result of complex factors not attributable solely to international 
issues. Moreover, in Milan many factory cadres have been among the most active 
and most able in the task of elucidation and persuasion. 


Another cliche--the one concerning the "nostalgia" of older comrades--is also 
collapsing: in fact the uncertainties, where they occur, are affecting both 
"old" and young comrades, and in some cases (as Acciacca pointed out) perhaps 
the latter more than the former. 


There are some additional difficulties in areas where the party is well estab- 
lished among tne manual labor force (the Veneto and Puglia; this was discussed 
by D'Alema), where, however, the regeneration process in recent years has begun 
more slowly. The obligations in this area reflect the falsifications of those 
who try to portray a PCI "at the year dot," "struck slumber." 


But if this is happening it is only because within the party too many important 
aspects of our history and of our formulations are insufficiently well known. 


Even the indication of the "third way" is developing within this contest, and 
it is not true, as Berlinguer pointed out, that it is drifting in the "vague- 
ness" of which our adversaries accuse us or of which some comrades are afraid. 
Many things have already been said, though many remain to be said--and to be 
successfully explained--concerning the ties that connect all the problems of 

a democratic path to socialism. The repulsing of attacks and of appeals for us 
to abandon our history and our characteristics must go hand in hand with a 
reassertion of our essential characteristics as a class party. And the demand, 
stressed at many meetings, that both our individual characteristics and our 
motivating idea--to build socialism within democracy and freedom be demonstrated 
more and more in a more incisive political initiative, starting with a new 
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thrust to the major peace movement, which has weakened since the events in 
Poland, is correct. The debate and elucidation cannot be divorced from the 
day-to-day struggles to create conditions for change in our own country. 


The defense of party unity is an integral part of our battle. The value that it 
represents was strongly emphasized by Berlinguer and all the other speakers. 
Moreover, many comrades pointed to the general rejection by section meetings of 
outside attacks on the party. In this regard the most open debate coincides 
with vigilance, the intransigent defense of the regulations that govern the 
party's democratic life and the rejection of all splittist attempts. The 
interests of the country, the struggle for peace and socialist transformation 
demand a major and convinced unity on the part of the PCI. And the party is 
fully aware of this. 


CSO: 3104/124 
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POLITICAL ITALY 


MACALUSO ANSWERS PCI DISSIDENTS ON POLAND 
PM121431 Venice L'UNITA in Italian 7 Feb 82 ppl, 16 


[Article by Emanuele Macaluso, PCI Secretariat member: "Concerning the Arguments 
of the Dissenting Comrades: Let Us Discuss Some Letters Concerning Poland and 
the Rest"'] 


[Text] L'UNITA's editor has had me read all the letters addressed to our news- 
paper (and there are a very large number of them) concerning the events in Poland 
and the stances adopted by the PCI Directorate and Central Committee, with a 
view to continuing with these readers a dialogue that is taking place in our 
sections too. I must state that the letters published by L'UNITA reflect the 
stances expressed in all the others and that therefore all comrades have a pic- 
ture of the arguments in question. 


A point made in many of these letters is the need for an open debate within the 
PCI and for stances expressing dissent to find a place in meetings and in the 
press. 


As comrades will recall, one comrade wrote saying that unless her letter was 
published she would turn to "another paper." Her letter and others have been 
published and dissent has been freely expressed, from the Central Committee to 
the sections. 


This brings us to a first point of discussion: The comrades who most vigorously 
defend this inviolable freedom are the very ones whose written remarks defend 
the fact that communists in the socialist countries do not have equal rights. 
Just as they do not have the right to know the stances (in this case ours) that 
they are expected to condemn. This line of reasoning would lead one to con- 
clude that certain guarantees of democratic life, both in the party and in 
society, are lost as soon as socialism is realized. We believe, however, that 
with socialism there must be more freedom and more democracy. At this point 


many comrades demand: What kind of freedom and what kind of democracy are we 
talking about? 


Here are their objections: 
1. In the socialist countries there is no longer man's exploitation by man and 


everybody has the right to work, to a home, to welfare and so forth. These are 
primary freedoms. 
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2. In our country there is unemployment, corruption, the problem of the south, 
the malfunctioning of agriculture, the housing shortage, ill-maintained hospi- 
tals, starvation pensions and so forth. 


3. The West includes Chile, El Salvador, Turkey and so forth. 


Very well. But why set certain freedoms against others as if they were mutually 
incompatible? To have some of them do you have to relinquish the others? 

Rather the ones realized in the socialist countries, some comrades say. Indeed, 
some of them define political freedoms (of the press, of) association, to strike 
and to hold elections and so forth as "bourgeois freedoms." I would like to 
remind those comrades that it was Togliatti himself who rejected the adjective 
"bourgeois" applied to these freedoms gained by the French revolution, denied 

or trampled at various times in several bourgeois countries and regained by the 
working class and by other progressive forces in the antifascist struggle. 

These freedoms are part of our heritage and of mankind's heritage. And if they 
are "second-class freedoms" and not primary ones, wiy do these same comrades 
highlight Turkey or Chile, which are the very pl-..3 where these freedoms have 
been eliminated? Democracy can take various iustitutional forms, but it has 

a universal value. It must be added, however, that the recurrent and acute 
crises that occur in the socialist countries show that the new demands for 
economic, social, civil and cultural development conflict with a frozen political 
system incapable of reconciling social tensions. So freedom and democracy are 
inseparable from the socioeconomic problems that arise. 


And so we come to the second point. We have not denied indeed we have praised 
them in our latest documents--the major gains of the October Revolution and the 
major economic, social, civil and cultural leap forward taken in the USSR and 
other countries. Nevertheless, it must be remembered that it was the 20th CPSU 
Congress that denounced not only serious violations of human and democratic 
rights but profound delays and distortions in the economy (agriculture, housing 
and so forth) and serious social distortions (salary imbalances, peasants with 
no pension, several areas with no social services and so forth). And it was 
the 20th congress that said it was necessary to change course--and things began 
to change. Subsequently there was a lull and a regression, and the first to 
point this out was Togliatti in 1964 in Yalta with Khrushchev, who was still in 
government. Beware against lapsing into myths. 


It was the Polish communist leaders--first in 1956, then in 1970 and last in 
1980--who showed us that the "essential freedons" mentioned by our comrades had 
been so distorted as to be unrecognizable. In any case, comrades, if all social 
problems had been resolved--not even completely but just adequately--would there 
have been the workers’ revolt? In that case would the dissent not have been 
nullified or isolated by the consensus? The charge that recurs in several 
letters, namely that Solidarity was becoming increasingly an "opposition party," 
confirms that the connection between the social and the political crisis was 
becoming closer and closer. 


In this situation, when people say that the Polish workers were striking at the 
imperialists’ instigation in order to paralyze the economy and hand Poland over 
to Reagan (as KOMMUNIST claims too) I am reminded of the time when in Italy 
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every strike and every struggle was, according to the DC governments and the 
employers’ press, “inspired by Moscow and served to weaken the country and hand 
it over to Stalin." And real problems do not exist! Millions of striking work- 
ers are merely puppets manipulated by imperialism or by Moscow (as suits one's 
case). 


Dear comrades, we cannot wait for another CPSU congress and another Khrushchev 
to tell us other harsh truths. It is better to see with our own eyes and to 
understand with our own heads how things really stand. And let us see hw things 
stand in our own country too. We must not, as some people have done, depict 
Italy as if we were still in the forties or fifties or had a regime like 
Pinochet's. Otherwise we would have to ask ourselves the worrying question: 

What have we done in the past 40 years? Italy has changed and has changed for 
the better, despite the new serious contradictions assailing it. The major 
struggles for jobs, land, houses, pensions and civil and human rights have 
achieved results. Both in the most farflung municipality and in the major 

cities things are no longer what they were. This has all cost a great deal. 

Let us remember the tragedy of emigration. No gifts have been granted us. Much 
remains to be done. New and dramatic social and human problems have emerged (let 
us consider youth unemployment and the spread of delinquency and narcotics 
abuse). There is an economic and social crisis and a crisis of values. A 
crisis of the state. We are aware of it. We do not need to be reminded of it 

by those unaware of the crisis assailing their own society. Yes, I repeat, we 
are aware of it. And we know, too, that there are strong tendencies and tempta- 
tions to resort to authoritarian solutions here in Italy. This is why our answer 
must be aimed at indicating the way to establish a new democratic order and to 
defeat these authoritarian tendencies. This is why we have said that capitalism 
is unable to resolve these problems and that here in the West we need a path 

that will transcend capitalism and lead toward socialism. 


Within this framework we must reject the false conservative "commonsense" which 
prompts people to say that the only solution to certain ailments is a surgical 


operation by the military. 


And so I come to the third point. This is what some comrades say in their 


letters: "In Poland things had reached the stage where the military coup was 
inevitable and right. It saved socialism and is a domestic matter." Then they 
add: "Turkey is a disgrace. The military coup is directed against the workers 


and was inspired by the United States.” 


This logic, which poses as a "choice of class and choice of camp," does not stand 
up for two reasons: First, because a socialist regime should resolve the contra- 
dictions that emerge in society (especially after 35 years of rule) by means of 
political initiative, reforms, the consensus of the masses and, therefore, pre- 
cisely by virtue of a "choice of class," it cannot do what the bourgeoisie has 
traditionally done in so many countries, resolving its crises and social contra- 
dictions by means of military or paramilitary dictatorships. Second, if we 

state in principle that political crises can be resolved by means of political 
coups, it is impossible to see how we can combat these tendencies in the West. 

It is all rignt in Poland but not in Turkey. NATO Secretary General Luns, how- 
ever, says: "In Poland the generals are traitors; in Turkey they are patriots." 











Now since we say that Luns is an enemy of democracy, freedom and civilization 
(both "Western" and of all the other points of the compass) and that Italian 
ministers are covering themselves with shame by supporting him, we cannot say 
that in Poland, however, the military coup is all right because "it saved 
socialism." For one thing, it is not true. Socialism cannot be saved by using 
force of arms against the subjects of socialist society--the working class and 
the workers masses. 


At this point another argument is put forward: "It was necessary to criticize, 
but also to side with the socialist countries, because whoever is not with the 
USSR is not with socialism and is changing camp; whoever does not support the 
cause of the USSR fails to realize that the class struggle has an international 
dimension." 


This argument was used in connection with Yugoslavia which, despite its terrible 
isolation, remained a socialist country (as was subsequently acknowledged by the 
CPSU); if it were true we would also have to strike China and Korea from the 

list of socialist countries (as some people have even suggested we do). But 

that is not the central point. What PRAVDA and KOMMUNIST rejected is the con- 
cept expressed in our 28 December resolution, which states that the USSR has over 
the years committed acts that move in the direction of detente and the peoples' 
liberation, and other acts that conflict with this policy. They do not accept 
that our party can autonomously issue appraisals of initiatives autonomously 
decided on by the USSR and the USSR alone. The logic that emerges with ruthless 
clarity is as follows: The USSR bases its policy on the fact that it is a major 
power; it, and it alone, decides whether or not it is right to occupy Afghanistan, 
whether or not to go into Prague and so forth. The other communist parties 
(especially in the West) have the task of promoting this policy, of supporting 
these options in the name of "proletarian internationalism." If you say that 
these actions are wrong and that they conflict with a policy of peace and of 
observance of the nations' autonomy, you are shifting "to the other camp," 
"siding with imperialism"! You have no choice, "because the class struggle has 
an international dimension." In this logic, what is the workers movement's role 
in capitalist Europe, indeed, throughout the "nonsocialist" world? To support, 
to back and to wait for others? This logic has in other countries made social 
democracy strong and destroyed many communist parties. This logic must be 
rejected because it proceeds from the assumption that socialism cannot be built 
in this part of the world (it is no coincidence that a derisive attitude is 
adopted toward the third was being discussed not only by Italian communists but 
also by French and Greek socialists, and even by the French coinmunists, when they 
say that in France there must be no repetition of what has been done elsewhere. 
And so?). 


But the reasoning to which I have referred must be rejected not only to defend 
our autonomy of assessment and of political initiative in Europe and throughout 
the world but also to remain consistent with the requirement of the struggle for 
peace as it arises now, not as it did in the fifties. The major peace demonstra- 
tions held in Italy and throughout Europe and supported by hundreds of thousands 
of young people would have been inconceivable within the "logic of alignment" 
that it is attempted to invoke. In Italy these demonstrations would have been 
inconceivable without the support of and the autonomous political stance adopted 
by the PCI. 
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In this connection I consider the obsessive references to the "international 
dimension of the class struggle" dangerous. We are well aware that this is the 
dimension. But in the past the emphasis has been placed on the coexistence of 
different regimes, and only within this framework is it possible to advance 
toward socialism. The alternative to coexistence is not one class' victory 
over the other, but the destruction of mankind. Togliatti said that what was at 
stake was the "shared human nature," that the peace struggle can unite prole- 
tarians and bourgeois, that war is no longer inevitable since the balances of 
power have changed in the world and the qualitative nature of war has changed. 
The balances of power are not just military but political, too. And in this 
regard the contribution of the West European working class, workers and intel- 
lectuals is essential. 


Well, at a time when the temptation of a "limited nuclear war" has reappeared in 
the United States, the answer must be a major movement against the use of nuclear 
weapons and for disarmament, not "power politics." Indeed, this is a major posi- 
tive factor that has prevented imperialism from laying down the law throughout 
the world. But we have praised not only a military but also a political "major 
power,'' capable of forging links with the peoples struggling for emancipation 

and socialism, not only because of the military assistance that it can provide 
but because of the solutions that it has provided to people's problems, its 
observance of national autonomy and identity. This was the major challenge 
issued by the 20th congress and by the blueprint for communism, which has grad- 
ually been destroyed, to the point where the military aspects and "power poli- 
tics" are now made prevalent in the rivalry. It is this that must be analyzed, 
calmly and truthfully, proceeding from the facts before our eyes. 


Let us continue the debate, comrades. I do not presume to have given exhaustive 
answers to the many doubts and disagreements expressed. We wanted to continue 
the debate through our newspaper. Let us discuss among ourselves and with others 
subjects that are tough, as we saw at the Gramsci Institute conference. Let us 
discuss. But there is also a political struggle to be waged resolutely. 


Both in Italy and abroad a campaign to weaken--and, if possible, to split--us has 
already been launched. They are amazed that our party has got as far as this 
difficult situation with great unity. Some people are calling for the "setting 
aside" of comrades who have played an essential role in the formulation of our 
policy and in the party's unity (as Jacoviello has done in LA REPUBBLICA) while 
others point to the wicked Directorate members who "make observations of all 
kinds," including--after PRAVDA--KOMMUNIST, which prefers just one kind: its 
own. 


Many people, both in Italy and elsewhere, will be disappointed yet again by our 
party's ability to innovate within tradition, its courage to take major political 
options and its wisdom in strengthening its unity. 
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POLITICAL ITALY 


PCI'S MINUCCI ON INTRAPARTY RIFT 
PM181339 Rome LA REPUBBLICA in Italian 14-15 Feb 82 p 3 


[Interview with Adalberto Minucci, PCI Secretariat member, by Mino Fuccillo: 
"Cossutta Should Learn From Ingrao How a Minority Should Act...."] 


[Text] Rome--"If the world remains split between East and West, if people remain 
entrenched and with their eyes closed, the threats of nuclear war will become 
more specific. International tension is extremely acute: for the sake of peace 
the third way is not a debatable option; it is a specific and pressing obliga- 
tion." 


Adalberto Minucci, one of Enrico Berlinguer's closest aides and a PCI Secre- 
tariat member, reccunted the 2 months of drama for his party from the night 
Jaruzelski moved in his tanks through the moment PCI headquarters clearly 
expressed the fear that Moscow wants to move its pawns here in Italy against 
the PCI. 


"As far as we are concerned it was not a trauma, but simply the end of a process. 
The wrench took place in Warsaw, not within the PCI Directorate. And party mem 
bers know this, the grassroots are expressing agreement and the sections are 
full--and do you know why? Because our actions over the past decade have been 
fundamentally consistent. We have 2 million members and the vast majority of 
them agree with the party line." 


[Question] What about Cossutta, Rodano, the sections that vote against the 
break, "Interstampa," the disoriented members and the ones who are resigning? 


[Answer] All this is true, but you journalists too often forget that this party 
has been conducting a debate for months with a frankness and thoroughness 
undreamed of by others, so that you give a distorted picture of an important, 
and at the same time still fluid, debate. 


[Question] I would not say that it is so fluid, since the opposition has already 
found names and theses around which to rally. The impression is rather that the 


resistance to the change of course is broader than you first assumed. 


[Answer] There is a minority, which we respect; no more, no less. 
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"We Do Not Want To Expel Anyone" 


[Question] A minority which speaks and which defends its right to become the 

majority in the future: Is this why Cossutta was censured? Pajetta has said 

that he will be treated better than the PSI treated Bassanini. How can the 10 
or 100 Cossuttas continue to express themselves? 


[Answer] Cossutta was censured not for what he said but because he failed to 
observe the rules of internal democracy. These require that whoever is in a 
minority should speak and vote against party deliberations in the correct forums, 
which are neither secret nor select, but simply the ones in which policy is 
discussed. In Perugia Cossutta was speaking on the party's behalf, but actually 
preferred to speak strictly on his own behalf.... 


[Question] But when De Martino attacks Craxi and accuses him of having no 
policy line other than subordination to the DC, Craxi does not censure hin, 


though he did expel Bassanini... 


[Answer] That is different, entirely different: We do not want to expel anyone 
at all, but you cannot question the legitimacy of the decisions taken by the 
leadership bodies. You can disagree with them, but you cannot assert that they 
are not valid. 


[Question] Cossutta was applauded but L'UNITA did not publish his speech--at 
least not right away. What would you have done if you had been in L'UNITA 
editor Petruccioli's shoes? 


[Answer] Cossutta was able to express his disagreement three times in L'UNITA. 
Be that as it may, the decision not to publish was one about which I have my 
doubts: from a journalistic viewpoint, it was not an easy one; from the view- 
point of internal democracy, it was irreprehensible. 


[Question] Mr Minucci, the rules of the game which you invoke have in the past 
led to removals and expulsions. Can you dispel the impression that Cossutta's 
censure is just the thin end of the wedge? 


[Answer] Ingrao, as he himself pointed out in Terni, was for a long time in a 
minority in the party and observed those famous rules, which simply ensure the 
opportunity for free discussion and united action; and now Ingrao is one of the 
most heeded Jeaders. He was in a minority when the party entrusted to him the 


chairmanship of its parliamentary group, so.... As for applause, myths are not 
dispelled by decree.... 


[Question] Yes, the myth of the homeland of socialism. Will this be followed 
by the third way fetish? 


[Answer] It is neither a fetish nor an expedient, but simply realism. 
[Question] Neither Cossutta nor Rodano, neiter [PSI Deputy Secretary] Martelli 


nor Zagladin see it that way, and in their hearts of hearts many PCI members 
are not so sure about it, as they grapple with questions about what being a 
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communist means today in a West European country. Now that the myth of the USSR 
and of the revolution has collapsed, what remains, apart from "clean hands" 
[PCL's boast of freedom from corruption] to distinguish you from an efficient 
social democratic party? 


[Answer] Our clean hands are the result of an ideological and revolutionary 
effort; otherwise they would not stay clean. Let us look at the facts: There 
are countries where the communist parties carry no weight and have no influence 
over their populations. They are the countries where the communists have aban- 
doned their own autonomous deliberation, degrading themselves to the level of 
assenters. In those countries where communism is always and in all cases 
synonymous with the Soviet Union, social democracy rules. 


[Question] Do you include Marchais and the PCF within this framework? 


[Answer] Not exactly. The French communists are on the edge, behind in their 
autonomy, but bound to an experience of cooperation on the left that can take 
them a long way. 


[Question] Let us return to the third way. 


[Answer] Where communists surrender, social democracy rules, but everywhere 
social democracy is being eroded by widespread ungovernability. Is it possible 
to resume the same path? Can there be a "second second way"? Can social 
democracy be improved? Maybe in Germany, with difficulty in France and defi- 
nitely not in Greece and in Europe as a whole. The "second second way" pre- 
supposes that the market can again create high levels of productivity, following 
which the democratic government of the economy will see to redistribution. I do 
not want to know whether this is right or wrong. All I know is that it does not 
work, Fiat asked to lay off several thousand workers and has done so. I do not 
know whether it was necessary, but the trouble is that it did not work. The 
enterprises' just demands are irreconcilable with the workers' sacrosanct demands, 
as shown by the issue of the 16 percent [allusion unknown] and of the labor con- 
tracts. But the figures do not tally because the time has come to change the 
abacus: the market and free enterprise alone can no longer succeed. Do you want 
an example? Italy must compensate for its shortfall in food production: no 
entrepreneur will ever succeed in reinvigorating and reorganizing our agricul- 
ture, but this task must be performed by many--under pressure not from the police 
but from a capacity for the democratic government of the economy on the part of 
the institutions. This is the third way. 


[Question] As far as the institutions are concerned, where does the third way 
lead, between a Soviet that is degenerating and a parliament that does not work? 


[Answer] It leads to parties being prevented from behaving like factions and 
from taking as their mandate the mandate of corporative interests. It leads to 
a system, as Marx said and as the CPSU has always forgotten, in which all the 
best things that the bourgeoisie has built in the field of freedom is inherited 
by socialism. 











[Question] You talk about a revolution that will combine the market with 
egalitarianism, profit with employment, parliament with direct democracy: Do 
you not consider this contradictory? 


[Answer] No, I insist: it is simply realism. Otherwise we cannot extricate 
ourselves from the crisis, either here or in the Eastern bloc. So much for 
illuminism and social democracy: the fact is that stasis facilities decline at 
home and conservatism worldwide. It is the logic of blocs that produces Poland 
and El Salvador and it is the European working class that must and that can pre- 
vent this logic from leading us to disaster, starting with change at home. 


[Question] Will the rest of the world wait for Europe? 


[Answer] In Paris at the PCF Congress I spoke with dozens of delegations from 
Third World countries. Even those who do not agree with our dissent with Moscow 
wanted to discuss the possibility of relations between the European working class 
and the poor countries. This is what interested the Algerians, Mexicans and 
Koreans--much more than ideological issues. Yes, I believe that the third way 
points South. 


[Question] In the Eastern bloc what will happen to the societies that were the 
protagonists and victims of the phase that began in 1917? 


[Answer] I do not believe that there are now any forces capable of sparking off 
a reform process within them in the direction indicated by the 20th CPSU Con- 
gress. But if you are asking me whether there is nothing that can be done, my 
answer is that it is our duty as revolutionaries to create prospects of reform 
for those countries, by creating a new kind of socialism here and by carrying 
out specific actions, for instance by halting the arms race which is burdening 
those peoples. 


[Question] In connection with the CPSU you have used the terms disagreement and 
dissent. Have you deliberately avoided the term "rupture"? 


[Answer] We are not seeking a rupture, but it does not depend entirely on us. 


[Question] Zagladin has softened his tone. You met with him in Paris. What did 
you say to each other? 


[Answer] We spoke cordially with Zagladin a number of times. We have long- 
standing friendly relations. He requested a real debate without ruptures. As 
far as we are concerned, this presents no problems. But I would like to take 
this opportunity to specify to Zagladin that we want to conduct an equal-based 
debate with everyone, that is, the CPSU must not distort or conceal our theses 
and above all no splittist operations must be attempted. 


"Clear Choice" 


[Question] Are you afraid of Moscow creating an anti-PCI party? 
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[Answer] Zagladin maintains that this will not happen and I am willing to take 
him at his word. If the CPSU observes this line of conduct there will be no 
problems; otherwise we are strong enough to repel any dishonest maneuvers. 


[Question] Are you referring to "Interstampa''? 


[Answer] They say that they want to perform a task of information. They would 
do well to do it in the USSR, in connection with the PCI's stances that are 
unknown there. Here, however, thanks partly to us, everything is known about 
the USSR. 


[Question] All the parties hastened to praise the change of course, but they all 
immediately added that the "no" to government cooperation with the PCI still 
stands for one reasou or another. So you still have to choose between Craxi and 
Spadolini. Sincerely, who would you rather see at the Chigi Palace [prime min- 
ister's office]? 


[Answer] We judge policies, not individuals. We appreciate many aspects of 
Spadolini: moralization, what he has done against the P-2 lodge, his relations 
with the trade unions. But his government does not satisfy us in its foreign 
policy, in which the Cruise missiles go hand in hand with an indulgent attitude 
with regard to El Salvador, or in its economic policy, in which neo-free trade 
trends are superimposed on the same patronage system as always. I do not know 
what Craxi would do as prime minister, but I do know that he has repeatedly said 
that he wants to remain within the logic of the five-party coalition, which is 
alien to us. Of course it is the PSI that must choose. 


[Question] But has it not already opted for a "no" to the alliance with the PCI 
until the balance of forces has changed? 


[Answer] Yes, it is a fairly clear option, but it rests on an illusion regard- 
ing elections, which would not favor the PSI as is hoped, and on a support that 
is gradually crumbling, namely governability. Not even Craxi can stay in govern- 
ment long without governing. 
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POLITICAL ITALY 


COMMENTS ON PCI, PSI DIALOGUE PROSPECTS 
PCI Paper Commentary 
PM171641 Venice L'UNITA in Italian 7 Feb 82 pp 1, 16 
[Commentary by Alfredo Reichlin: "A Proposal to the Socialists"] 


[Excerpts] The situation has changed. Until yesterday the PSI justified its 
political options with the alibi (the alleged alibi) that the PCI, weighed down 
by the so-called "K factor" [allegedly precluding the PCI from participation in 
the government], could not be used to bring about more advanced political bal- 
ances. It is on the basis of this presupposition that the PSI has justified its 
refusal to lay down a line of renewal and of an alternative based on the acces- 
sion of the left as a whole to the leadership of the country. And it has ruled 
out the possibility of working even in the not very immediate term for such a 
prospect, setting in motion the necessary forces. On the contrary, it has said 
that the most that could be proposed and achieved is an alternation in command- 
ing roles within the current government alignment and within the current 
machinery of power. 


Maybe this policy has brought the PSI benefits as a party. However, it is cer- 
tain (the facts speak for themselves) that it has not taken the country a single 
step forward and has not helped it to tackle its real problems or made it more 
governable. But let us leave this polemic alone. Whatever the judgment on the 
foregoing, it is a fact that today that alibi, and hence that stance, no longer 
applies. 


The Communist Party should now be recognized for what it is, with its strength, 
its ideas and its proposals. It is this which changes che situation and 

requires truthful language on everybody's part. At this point the cards must 

be laid on the table, and the real choices, the real substance (what solutions 

to the Italian crisis?) should be brought to light; and it should be said clearly 
where people wish to go and with whom, with what political forces and with what 
social forces. 


Should we consider that the Socialist secretary's note of 2 days ago already 
represents a final answer to this question? it is known what is involved. 
Taking his cue from the fact that a rumor was circulating according to which 
Craxi told Pertini that the PSI could also take into consideration a change of 
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policy in the direction of the leftwing alternative, the PSI secretary has not 
allowed it to be rumored but has wished to make it known that he is not con- 
templating such a hypothesis at all and that his political horizon remains the 
five-party alliance, within which a "checkup" must be made. 


Is this the Socialist Party's last word? We refuse to believe it. And we tell 
the PSI: Let us seek to look at the situation, the country's problems and the 
prospects of the left and of the workers movement impartially. And then let us 
ask ourselves whether it is right--in the presence of such grave problems and 
with the now undeniable possibility of building around the left, but also with 
other forces, an alignment and an alternative program--to reduce everything to 
the dilemma; either the PSI secures the leadership of the government (but the 
DC will also demand something in return from it), or everything is broken and 
an election is called. 


Let it not be said that in arguing in this way we wish to stand in the way of 
the PSI's ambitions. It is not a matter of that. Is it sufficient to raise and 
resolve the issue of the prime minister if this change does not result in a clear 
political line and in a coherent policy and alignment and if it does not involve 
broad masses in a conscious struggle aimed at providing a democratic solution to 
the Italian drama? Let us look at the experience of the last few months. A 
significant change (the ousting of the DC from the Palazzo Chigi) has already 
occurred, but the secular premiership has not saved the government from a rapid 
deterioration. Whence this deterioration? Certainly not from narrowness of the 
parliamentary base, nor from a subjective shortcoming on the part of the prime 
minister. The government's deterioration stems quite clearly from the fact that 
this majority is split, lacking a line and a blueprint, and dominated by a power 
struggle and a furious clash among partisan viewpoints, to such an extent as to 
obscure the differences among social interests and political ideals and to such 
an extent that it is no longer known where the progressives and the conserva- 
tives, the right and the left, stand. Indeed, the Socialist presence itself has 
not proved to be a clear factor in a battle for renewal. Obsessed with calcula- 
tions of rivalry and power, it has often aimed in the wrong direction (the P-2 
affair, cronyism, foreign policy and so forth). And the situation would be very 
different today if the PSI had not made this grave mistake. 


We have reached the conclusion that the entire situation could be set in motion 
again if Communists and Socialists openly expressed their desire to reopen a 
broad and sincere dialogue without preconditions between them; a dialogue not on 
this or that individual problem but on the outlook. In fact, we have already 
created the premises for this. It now rests with the PSI to make a visible 
change in its policy. This does not mean at all evading the issue of the polit- 
ical leadership of the country but raising it in all its real significance; 
because an option of this kind would immediately set in motion again political 
relations, have a considerable positive effect on the orientation of the people's 
masses, provide a clear and unifying reference point for the social movements of 
struggle and for the trade unions’ strategy and unity, tell the big employers 
that the way is not clear for their plans for restoration and for their hopes of 
discord on the left, influence reflection and movement by the intermediate 
forces, and deprive the DC itself of that formiaable weapon which discord on the 
left and the impracticability of an alternative to its power have been. Is all 














this not much? Is it less than the trial of strength over the Palazzo Chigi? 
Surely it is far more. And moreover, in this very way a process would be 
started and the realistic precondition would be created for providing new solu- 
tions henceforth, even in the field of the government. 





PSI's Tamburano Comments 


PM220921 Rome AVANTI in Italian 14-15 Feb 82 p 1 (Current Affairs and Culture 
Supplement) 


[Article by Giuseppe Tamburano, PSI Directorate member: ‘PCI Policy Line Not Yet 
Clear" 


[Text] In L'UNITA 7 February Reichlin issued "A Proposal to the Socialists." 
Reichlin writes: "We have reached the conclusion that the entire situation could 
be set in motion again if Communists and Socialists openly expressed their desire 
to reopen a broad and sincere dialogue without preconditions between them; a 
dialogue not on this or that individual problem but on the outlook." And 
Reichlin adds at once that the Communists have already "created the premises for 
this" and that "it is now up to the PSI tc make a visible change in its policy." 
Though Reichlin does not say so explicitly, the "visible change of policy" con- 
sists of a break with the five-party majority and with the option of the left- 
wing alternative by the PSI. 


We too are convinced that Socialists and Communists must carry out a "broad and 
sincere dialogue, without preconditions, on the outlook" and believe that the 
change in the PCI's relations with Moscow facilitates this dialogue. But to 
come to the more strictly political context, to the sphere of "premises," we 
need to know what the PCI's policy line is and whether it is feasible under 
objective present conditions. We feel that the PCI's argument goes like this: 
We are inviting the Socialists and the secular and Catholic forces wanting a 
regeneration of political or program approaches to join with the PCI in a dem- 
cratic government alternative. As far as we are concerned, the PCI continues, 
we are not willing to provide outside support for any government, irrespective 
of its political leadership and programs, in accordance with the principle that 
the PCI is either in government or in opposition. 


This position of the PCI is too rigid and hinders any political change. Indeed, 
assuming that Socialists and Communists do find an area of understanding on the 
principal problems of the moment, ranging from economic to international ones, 
they could not fail to take note that there is no majority for such a program 
understanding, since in this parliament Socialists and Communists account for 
only 40 percent and there are no other political forces willing to participate 
in a Communist-led government. Socialists and Communists would have to seek 
this majority among the electorate, prompting the early dissolution of parlia- 
ment which is something the PCI considers harmful and to be avoided. 


Does that mean that the situation is at a standstill and that the Socialists 

consider the political framework a procrustezn bed that prevents them progres- 
sing or thinking? No. We take note that the communist formula of "either in 
government or in opposition" precludes, in view of the other political forces' 
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rigidity, the starting of a new prospect, and we are trying to introduce into 
this system immobilized by intersecting vetoes the changes that are possible, 
the possible shifts on the left of the political axis and of the government's 
programs. This is the real meaning of the stocktaking [of government record]. 


The Communists justify their formula of "either in government or in opposition" 
by the failures of the national unity policy which saw them in the majority but 
not in the government. But the failure of the national unity policy depended 
not so much on the fact that the PCI was not in government but more on the 
directions taken by the Andreotti government, which were agreed and implemented 
with the PCI's determining and convinced help until the end of that experiment. 
Therefore the problem is broader: The PCI was then convinced that the only way 
of getting into government and being legitimized as an alternative force was the 
historical compromise, of which national unity was the political, or we could say 
"tactical" manifestation. It is not clear whether, once the tactics had changed 
("either in government or in the opposition") the strategy remained the same. 

If it remained the same the Communist request for a "visible change" on the 
PSI's part, aimed at that strategy, would immediately seem to have clear 
ulterior motives, in other words to be directed solely at favoring a historical 
compromise government--it would have ulterior motives and be pointless because 
both the DC and the minority parties are hostile to a government with the PCI, 
If, however, the choice of the alternative is a strategic one, dialogue with the 
PSI becomes a serious thing since it serves to check the areas of agreement and 
bring about the changes necessary for agreement and for the involvement of other 
forces whose contribution is both politically and numerically necessary. But 
this, as our Communist comrades will agree, cannot be done overnight; just 
because Moscow's "excommunication" smoothed the way to the alternative, it did 
not miraculously produce it ready-armed like Minerva from Jupiter's head. If, 
therefore, the Communist choice of the alternative is of a strategic nature, it 
makes necessary new political elucidations, different tactics, in a word inter- 
mediate phases ind transitional stages. 


And in this connection, the Communists who have returned to the formula of 
"either in government or in opposition" ought to consider a statement which 
Togliatti repeatedly made during the first days of the center-left: "The left- 
wing parties’ different parliamentary and government positions are not important, 
the important things are what they do and the prospects for unity between the 
parties." 


This is how, Communist csiirades, the proposal of dialogue can descend from the 
clouds of theory or emerge from the clouds of tactics and come down to the ground 


of clear possibilities. These, Comrade Reichlin, are the "premises" which the 
PCI still lacks. 
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POLITICAL ITALY 


PCI, EL SALVADOR CP DELEGATIONS DECRY JUNTA 
PM160921 Venice L'UNITA in Italian 31 Jan 82 p 16 


[Unattributed report: "Communist Party of El Salvador Delegation Received by 
PCI" ] 


[Text] Rome--A Communist Party of El Salvador delegation, headed by Politburo 
member Santiago Lopez, met yesterday at Central Committee headquarters with 
Comrades Giancarlo Pajetta, Renato Sandri and Claudio Bernabucci of the foreign 
section. In the course of the conversation the tragic situation in El Salvador 
was examined in the light of the recent reports of pitiless and indiscriminate 
repression practiced by the Christian Democratic/military junta to the detriment 
of the civilian population. From 7 through 17 December, over 1,000 peasants, 
including women, children and old people, were massacred in Morazan Province 
alone. 


Comrade Giancarlo Pajetta expressed on behalf of the Italian communists the 
strongest condemnation of the brutal antipeople repression practiced by 
Christian Democratic President Duarte's junta, which is increasingly influenced 
by the most reactionary sectors of the army. At the same time, the PCI delega- 
tion reaffirmed the Italian communists' condemnation of the military support 
which the U.S. administration is giving an antipeople government through sup- 
plies, technical training and direct involvement of U.S. military personnel in 
order to resolve the conflict at the level of military repression. 


The Italian communists support the Democratic Revolutionary Front's line for a 
political solution which will realize the Salvadoran people's legitimate 
aspiration to freedom, independence and economic and social progress for the 
working masses oppressed by the military and landowning oligarchy. 


In a situation of civil war, such as that which is tragically rending the country 
and which has been intensifying over the last few months, recourse to a general 
election with armed violence, which the Christian Democratic/military junta 
apparently intends to hold in March, can represent nothing but an antidemocratic 
attempt to give legitimacy to a government hated by the people's masses of El 
Salvador and now finally discredited in the eyes of democratic international 
public opinion. 
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The Communist Party of El Salvador delegation recalled the fraternal meeting 
with Comrade Enrico Berlinguer during his tour of Latin America, expressed full 
appreciation for the Italian communists’ active solidarity and reiterated the 
proposal of an internationalist cooperation which will see the other Italian 
demecratic forces support, with the communists, the El Salvador people's 
struggle for freedom. 
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POLITICAL ITALY 


BRIEFS 


BERLINGUER, PAJETTA RECEIVE JCP DELEGATION--PCI Secretary General Comrade Enrico 
Berlinguer and Comrade Giancarlo Pajetta, member of the Directorate and chief of 
the international affairs department, have had a cordial conversation with Com 
rade Tomio Nishizawa, vice chairman of the Japan Communist Party [JCP] Central 
Committee Presidium, who is heading a JCP delegation. Comrades Tomio Nishizawa, 
Koichi Ohara of the international commission and Yasuo Ogata oi the JCP inter- 
national department met with a PCI delegation comprising, in addition to Comrade 
Giancarlo Pajetta, Comrades Antonio Rubbi, member of the Central Committee and 
chief of the foreign section, Lina Fibbi of the Central Committee and Claudio 
Ligas of the international affairs department. The international situation, the 
problems of the international workers mevement and relations among the communist 
parties, also in the light of the most recent developments, were examined and 
discussed. During the meeting, which took place in the spirit of friendship and 
warmth characterizing relations between the two parties, the desire was 
expressed to work for the broadest internationalism, within respect for the 
incependence of every workers party and every progressive movement and for the 
people's right to self-determination, and in an effort to adjust their own 
activity to the requirements of a grave and complex moment which is posing more 
and more problems in the struggle for peace, democracy and socialism. Afterward 
the JCP delegation had meetings at the Gramsci Institute and the Center for 
International Policy Studies. [Text] [PM191601 Rome L"UNITA in Italian 12 Feb 82 
pp 1, 18] 
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POLITICAL PORTUGAL 


FORMATION OF 'DEMOCRATIC LEFT' COALITION DEEMED ESSENTIAL 
Lisbon O JORNAL in Portuguese 5 Feb 82 pp 2, 3 
[Article by Jose Carlos de Vasconcelos] 


[Text] From all indications, the present government is doomed; and, in this regard, 
O JORNAL's readers will find ample information in this edition. We might say that 
increasingly, and in a very accelerated fashion, the conviction is becoming 

stronger that the government's days are numbered. And this for a multitude of 
different reasons. 


The greatest doubt, if I am not mistaken, is to know whether the government will 
or will not last until the constitutional revision is completed. I am inclined to 
think it will, unless the revision is artifically prolonged to hold onto the power 
artificially... 


And perhaps only the constitutional revision can help the government last a little 
longer. Many would like to see the revision completed by April, including our- 
selves; but we would like to see the revision made in a more participatory manner, 
just as we hope it will retain the structure and basic values of the constitution. 
As only that revision will explain--if the government falls prior to that time and 
if I am correct--how it has come about that the AD [Democratic Alliance] is doomed 
over the short term. 


The reasons for the government's increasing failure and the prime minister's 
ever-decreasing credibility, even among the AD's top officials, can be traced to 
the ineffectiveness of the Executive Branch in various sectors, including a 
constant deterioration in the living conditions of the Portuguese people. 


In the specific case of Pinto Balsemao and with regard to the government and AD, 
those reasons relate to his inability to lead his cabinet in an effective and 
dynamic manner. As for public opinion, we see reflected not only those factors of 
a general nature but also the weak, not very convincing, but relatively likable 
image of the present head of state. As a matter of fact, that image corresponds 
to his political profile. 


Mota Amaral Too Intelligent 


Moreover, as foreseen here, Balsemao made a flagrant tactical error even within 
the party: he did so much to conciliate his internal enemies, even dropping many 
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of his friends, that he lost those friends and, of course, he did not conciliate 
his enemies... 


And the chairman of the PSD [Social Democratic Party], who resigned as prime 
minister only to win his battle within the party about 6 months ago, is in the 

same situation as before, if not in a worse one. With all this and with his manner 
of governing, the country and Portuguese people are undoutedly worse off. 


The oniy thingis, now as in August, there are not many hypotheses with regard to 
an alternative, if any. The critics are not able to take on the leadership, at 
least not now, and perhaps no one is capable of doing so. 


Within the present government there are two persons who, in the opinion of some, 
could serve but who, undoubtedly, would find it difficult to receive sufficient 
support within the PSD, although for different reasons: Joao Salgueiro and Meneres 
Pimentel. 


However, it is not far from the truth to think that the AD will soon be forced to 
follow that path. And this, because the former, who was said to be--and since the 
beginning--AD's most capable and efficient prime minister, is not yet the subject 
of one of the hypotheses. For in the AD there is no one who is not intelligent 
enough to see that Mota Amaral is the AD's only true alternative; and Mota Amaral 
is too intelligent to agree to be prime minister at this time... 


Front for the Democratic Left 


If the government were to fall before the constitutional revision is completed, I 
think one thing is sure: the president of the republic would not dissolve the 
Assembly of the Republic to hold elections in advance. Unless, of course, the 
revision is prolonged, even artificially, to prevent that dissolution. 


And, in case the government soon falls, the greatest probability would be that 

once more, but for the last time, the president of the republic would give one of 
the AD leaders the responsibility of forming a new cabinet. In my opinion, only 

if this were impossible, would the hypothesis arise of a government of presidential 
initiative which would maintain the status quo until the revision is completed and, 
subsequently, prepare for elections in advance. 


Could what would perhaps be the AD's last government have a longer life? I think 
not. But this would depend, or will depend, funadmentally, if I judge correctly, 
on having or not having a true alternative--which must be urgently found. The 
hope, of which I spoke here some time ago, persists; what is becoming more urgent 
is to put that hope into action. 


The result of the self-government elections of this weekend are, like those which 
preceded them, quite symptomatic: the AD is losing ground to a considerable 
extent; the APU [United People Alliance] is obviously gaining ground; the PS 
[Socialist Party] is also wavering in its tendency to lose ground; abstention 

is increasing to an alarming degree. If this is the situation at the local level, 
what would it be at the national level? 








It is absolutely essential to know whether or not the PS is inclined to take an 
active part, even though not hegemonic, in a front which would mobilize the entire 
democratic Left and, from that point, give a concept of change, of something new; 
but this is not an idea which precisely coincides with that expressed by Dr Mario 
Soares and his friends. 


It is not certain how many polls were taken to know that it is essential, urgent, 
to do something in this area; if possible, with the PS; if not, without it; and, 
in any case, never in opposition to it. 


If this does not occur, the Left which has lost so many battles, may even lose the 
war. And, with this defeat, place democracy itself in danger. 
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POLITICAL PORTUGAL 


SUPPORT FOR BALSEMAO IN RULING AD WEAKENING 
Lisbon O JORNAL in Portuguese 5 Feb 82 pp 2, 3 
[Article by Carneiro Jacinto and Jose Pedro Castanheira] 


[Text] Upon their arrival in Copenhagen on Saturday, 30 January, 
four PSD [Social Democratic Party] ministers informed the prime 
minister that they were concerned about the government's policy 
and about action taken by the Executive Branch. They said they 
had serious reservations and that, if conditions did not change, 
they would place their governmental offices at the disposal of 
Pinto Balsemao. 


This information, given us, among other sources, by a government official, does not 
indicate what specific conditions were referred to by the ministers as a factor in 
determining whether or not they would continue in the government; nor did they 
indicate a time limit for the prime minister to make the necessary changes. 


The ministers in question are: Viana Baptista, minister of housing, public works 
and transportation; Meneres Pimentel, minister of justice and administrative 
reform; Queiros Martins, minister of labor; and Vitor Crespo, minister of education 
and universities. According to other information, Ministers Basilio Horta and 
Baiao Horta are also said to be dissatisfied with the overall action of the Execu- 
tive Branch and little disposed to continue their functions if the present 
situation is not changed. (See also article on MNE [Ministry of Foreign Affairs] .) 


Although in some areas there is not total agreement among the four PSD ministers 
and, on the contrary, some differences of opinion, they have exchanged impressions, 
even though informally, on various occasions and are in agreement that the present 
state of affairs must be changed. 


Balsemao "Responsible for Government Ineffectiveness" 


According to the same government official, these ministers are especially holding 
Prime Minister Francisco Balsemao responsible "for the government's total ineffec- 
tiveness--its overall ineffectiveness, not just in this or that area." They are 
also accusing the head of state of lack of dialogue, meeting only in council 
sessions which have a majority of ministers and "limiting each minister to his 
particular area of jurisdiction in true self-management manner with no coordination 
among them as a group." 
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The same government officials also believe that little has been done to implement 
and develop the priority issues of the government program, with the Executive 
Branch showing a great lack of effectiveness in numerous areas, illustrated, for 
example, in not carrying out the wage ceiling policy which has been systematically 
ignored. 


Generally speaking, all are particularly in accord that measures recently taken by 
the minister of social affairs "are a scandal." Those measures are the result, 
not of decrees ratified by the Council of Ministers, but of administrative direc- 
tives and regulations somehow made legal by the ministry in question. There is 
also a consensus that everything began to deteriorate when the OGE [General State 
Budget} was ratified in the Assembly of the Republic. 


From a conversation with a government official, the ministers are convinced that 
the head of state should use different work methods, hold more frequent meetings 
and conversations and overcome the ineffectiveness which is so apparent. 


Freitas do Amaral "Spiritless and Without Motivation" 


Freitas do Amaral, in turn, is also being criticized "for being without spirit or 
motivation, evincing great passivity and not, in reality, assuming the role of 
deputy prime minister." 


Despite the above scenario, it is not likely that any of these six ministers, 
singly or as a group, will threaten to resign; and, as usually happens, it is even 
possible that this information by O JORNAL will be denied, although our sources are 
absolutely reliable. 


The prevailing notion is that everything will remain the same until the constitu- 
tional revision is completed and that, afterwards, heated discussion will begin, 
leading to either a government reshuffling or a replacement of the prime minister. 


Replacement of Prime Minister--and Salgueiro as a Hypothesis 


Dissatisfaction is growing within the PSD with regard to Francisco Balsemao with 
ever-increasing criticisms being heard concerning his behavior at the head of the 
government. This is giving rise to various trends, not always agreeing in their 
viewpoints, advocating the replacement of the prime minister. One of these trends, 
for the time being little expressed, is backing Joao Salgueiro; but it is not 
considered probable that the present minister of finance is interested in succeed- 
ing Balsemao or has enough strength to venture that possibility. 


A crisis within the government, which stems from internal questions but is also 

the result of many contradictions continuing to pile up, exists, is a fact which 
cannot be ignored, despite all the prime minister's denials. In the opinion of 

many observers, the government is more a political fact than anything else. 


Even the process of constitutional revision has produced rifts, not very clearcut, 
within the government, for, while Freitas do Amaral thinks that the new text in the 
works "is not worth the trouble and accomplishes nothing," Pinto Balsemao only 
recently asserted in the Danish capital that "this was the possible revision." 
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Meanwhile, Eurico de Melo came before the public this week with statements which 
caused embarrassment within the AD [Democratic Alliance]. Sa Carneiro's former 
minister stated that "despite any differences of opinion which may exist, we must 
at this time support the government to achieve a democratic and correct constitu- 
tional revision." "There are right times to change people and right times to 
change governments. This is a time to maintain solidarity with the government and 
for all ministers to support the prime minister," he said. He then went on to say, 
"No government official can now abandon his post, lest we be accused of cowardice." 


From all indications, Eurico de Melo was not aware of the position taken meanwhile 
by the four PSD ministers and was addressing his remarks particularly to Goncalves 
Pereira and "to certain secretaries of state who see the ship sinking and want to 
save themselves," according to what we were told by a source very close to that 
northern industrialist. 


Eurico de Melo's Statements 


Moreover, the situation within the PSD is very interesting at present. Balsemao's 
infallibilities seem to be abandoning him and "critics," for tactical reasons, are 
betting on his remaining at the head of the Executive Branch. 


For example, we were informed that one of Balsemao's collaborators recently 
approached deputies of the majority party, supporting the thesis that the best 
solution would be to replace Balsemao with Salgueiro as head of state with the 
present prime minister remaining as chairman of the PSD. This event caused the 
greatest stupefaction among various AD deputies. 


The "critics," in turn--and Eurico de Melo's speech was an example of this--are 
now Francisco Balsemao's best allies. His tactic begins with the premise that, 
Eanes being the principal enemy, any situation must be avoided which could depict 
the president of the republic as "absolute wage earner," in possession of great 
maneuvering room. 


Therefore, that PSD group is in favor of keeping Balsemao and his ministry intact, 
at least until the constitutional revision is completed and, if possible, until 
autarchic elections. The alternatives are not yet far enough along, and neither 
Eurico de Melo nor Cavaco Silva are interested in losing again. 


This does not belie the fact that the "critics" are of the opinion that the 
government, overall, has functioned badly, committing many errors and not carrying 
out its promises. 


The situation is not very different in the CDS [Social Democratic Center Party]. 
Basilio Horta is accused of maintaining cordial relations with the UCPs and some of 
its leaders, and Lucas Pires of being "pro-Eanes," Fieitas do Amaral, as we were 
told by one of his very close collaborators, is placed in a very awkward position, 
‘or he agrees that the government is going from bad to worse but can do no more 
nan express this thought within the party and the circle of his relations, since 
»therwise, "the stupefaction would be so great that the ship could sink to the 
bottom." 











Kui Oliveira, in turn, in his peculiar fashion, said this week in an interview 

with a weekly newspaper and directing his remarks at the prime minister, "I do not 
consider Fim the most capable or endowed individual, not only to lead us in time 

of crisis but, more than this, to conduct the process of national recovery to 

which the AD is deeply committed." The former CDS secretary general expressed the 
opinion that "Dr Pinto Balsemao and his administration should be more aggressive 
and forceful with regard to the practices of Gen Ramalho Eanes who is unfortunately 
behaving as an enemy of the AD and its regime. And Dr Balsemao does not behave 
like a professed enemy of General Eanes." 


The scenario, from whatever viewpoint, is one of crisis. Despite the fact that we 
are absolutely convinced that a large part if not all of this information--all 
provided by government officials and deputies of the majority--will be denied, 
these are the facts and are a true picture of our reality. But, as incredible as 
it may seem, we are not contending--quite to the contrary--that the government will 
fall. No, the government is hanging by a thread but will not fall. Until com- 
pletion of the constitutional revision, everything will apparently continue in a 
normal fashion. The malaise will remain. 
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